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Plus ça change…

Kilnsey is the head quarters of  one of  the most famous northern angling clubs, and here 
since its foundation in 1840, a long line of  anglers, good, bad and indifferent, have found 
recreation and renewed vigour in the free mountain breezes and the fresh pastoral scenery, as 
a pleasant foil to the worry of  town life. 

T. E. Pritt.  Around Settle: A Holiday Book. 1888.

The traditions, tales, legends and anecdotes of  the long line of  Kilnsey anglers would fill a 
large volume. Someday, perhaps when somebody has time, they may see the light. Meantime, 
it is enough for the public to know that the fishing is closed to all but members or their friends, 
or strangers with big pockets who do not mind paying prohibitive prices.

T. E. Pritt.  The Yorkshire Weekly Post.  June 1885.





Preface

Established in 1840, Kilnsey Angling Club is amongst the earliest in the country and one of  a 
very few that have survived from the early nineteenth century keeping its traditions intact. The 
club’s waters in their beautiful surroundings with their excellent fishing are nationally famous 
and over the years have been host to many well-known anglers. The club’s headquarters since 
its inception have been the Tennant Arms.
 
In the 1980s it was mooted that the club, then soon to be 150 years old, should compile a 
short account of  its history as befits one of  the oldest angling clubs in Yorkshire and England. 
For various reasons this project did not get off  the ground and the initiative was lost. In 2005 
members who had seen and enthused about the early club records drew my attention to 
them. Subsequently Edward Wood, our present secretary, very  kindly let me borrow them on 
“extended loan”. Though incomplete, they provide a challenging, frustrating but fascinating 
account of  the early days. Gaps in the story have stimulated a wider search and consequently 
these have been filled, at least partly, by material from very varied sources. 

The club archives for the years before 1975 comprise: 1. A leather-bound Visitors’ Book 
which was used from 1846 to 1881 to record members’ guests and monies received at the 
Tennant Arms; 2. A leather-bound Minute Book used from 1874 to 1918 which includes the  
annual accounts from 1874 to 1896; 3. Two small parchment-bound bank books recording 
transactions from 1904 to 1926; 4. Two treasurer’s pocket books with the accounts from 1914 
to 1950; 5. A half-bound Minute Book for 1919 to 1975; 6. A leather-bound log  book, giving  
catch returns from 1884 to 1894 (presented to KAC by T. E. Pritt); 7. A list of  members  
in 1859.

The club is fortunate that these annals are augmented by the writings of  several esteemed 
angling authors who were Kilnsey members, notably T. E. Pritt, a Leeds bank manager, who 
was also angling correspondent of  the Yorkshire Weekly Post in the late 1880s and 1890s. 
Pritt wrote a now classic book describing traditional Yorkshire fly patterns. This, with Pritt’s 
other two books, and that of  his friend and fellow member, Henry Cadman, provide a unique 
record of  late nineteenth century trout fishing in the Yorkshire Dales. Cadman’s detailed 
accounts of  the social life and angling methods at Kilnsey may seem tedious to the general 
reader but they are fascinating to anyone who fishes there today. I have drawn to some extent 
on Cadman’s and Pritt’s work but have tried to avoid undue repetition of  their material. 
Fortunately modern facsimile editions of  both Pritt (1995) and Cadman (1990) have been 
published, making these once scarce books more widely available. They should be read with 
what is written here.

Other author-members include Alfred H. Illingworth, the inventor of  the eponymous casting 
reels, who wrote two volumes of  reminiscences, and Colonel W. K. Rollo, who some years 
later wrote a best-seller, ‘The Art of  Fly Fishing’, which introduced many anglers to the sport 
between the world wars. As well as their books these writers contributed divers articles and 
letters to angling journals and the press, some of  which have provided tit-bits of  information 
on the club.
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Chapter I: Introduction

Origins

In his book “Upper Wharfedale” published in 1900 Harry Speight quotes Mr Samuel Milne 
- Milne (p.79), an early member of  the club (he joined 1856 ), as saying that KAC “was 
formed about 1840 by a few Halifax anglers, excellent fishermen they were, unsurpassed 
even now, who had for some years previously angled in the Wharfe at Kilnsey”. Though 
Milne-Milne lived most of  his life in Leeds he was originally from Halifax and, through 
his father, probably had a direct connection with the very early membership. This source 
complements the account given by Henry Cadman (1898) in “Harry Druidale”, who notes 
that before 1840 the river at Kilnsey was “practically unpreserved” and that about that time 
a group of   visiting anglers staying at the Tennant Arms resolved to form an angling club 
with Kilnsey as its headquarters. Cadman writes further that “the Reverend William Berry 
[sic] of  Chapel House........an ardent angler interested himself  in this matter, and he may 
be designated as the founder of  Kilnsey Angling Club”. The date 1840, which we accept as 
that of  our foundation, is, however, only approximate and it is likely that the initial moves to 
preserve the fishing were informal and that they developed over a period of  several years. The 
first date from the early and patchy club records is 1843, the date when the Reverend William 
Bury is recorded as joining the club. 

Background

In the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, visiting anglers clearly found a warm 
welcome at Kilnsey and ready access was granted by the riparian owners. It is uncertain 
when visiting anglers from Halifax and elsewhere first came to the dale but the Anglers’ 
Arms, adjacent to the Tennant Arms, was so called in the mid 18C, and there are early 
advertisements welcoming angling visitors to Kilnsey. 

Although transport in the late 18C and early 19C was generally slow and difficult, toll-road 
improvements and the introduction of  ‘fly’ coaches gradually shortened journey times. 
Access to Kilnsey from the expanding West Yorkshire towns was perhaps more convenient 
than would at first be supposed from contemporary descriptions of  general road conditions 
in west Yorkshire.  In the  early  seventeenth century Halifax and Barnsley were on a direct 
coach route from London to Richmond, which is shown in a famous early ‘atlas’ of  linear 
routes called Britannia  Depicta  (Ogilby 1675). The route, which is set out rather like those 
for motorways in Automobile Association handbooks today, shows that the London to 
Richmond road went via Keighley, Skipton, over the flank of  Rylstone Fell to Kilnsey, then 
on to Kettlewell up Park Rash to Coverdale, Middleham and Richmond. This route, which 
operated at least until 1820 (Bogart 2003), was almost certainly slow and difficult but at the 
time was one of  England’s major roads.



*Footnote: The population of  Grassington was as follows: - 1801 763: 1811 892: 1821 983 1831 1067: 1841 1056 
1851 1138: 1871 830: 1881 617:1891 480:……….. 1991 1102

There is substantial evidence that this upland road, which largely went over limestone country, 
was dryer and more readily passable than other local routes.  From 1750 on, communications 
got better and cheaper. Prices fell most steeply of  all on the London to Richmond route 
(Bogart 2003). The road was improved from time to time, for example after a 1753 Act that 
authorised the toll road from Halifax to Kendal (Brigg 1968). This road which overlapped with 
the earlier road as far as Skipton was further improved in 1794 and 1826.  At Gargrave, the 
Halifax to Kendal road connected with another road to Grassington which at this time went 
through Flasby as far as Cracoe. This link was improved in stages from 1790 onwards by the 
Duke of  Devonshire to ease the movement of  lead and coal to and from a wharf  at Gargrave 
on the Leeds and Liverpool canal and, for a time, became the preferred way into upper 
Wharfedale. In 1827 the canal into Lancashire was completed and shortly afterwards the 
Duke leased Ray’s Bridge Wharf  at Gargrave. Most of  the coal then came from Hargreaves’ 
colliery at Burnley and was carried on to Grassington by horse-drawn carts.   Later, in 1853, 
the new Skipton to Cracoe turnpike road was opened. As a result of  these improvements, 
travel from the prospering West Yorkshire industrial towns to Kilnsey gradually became more 
and more convenient. 

In the 18th century, travel was relatively expensive and early visitors to Wharfedale were 
from the landed classes. Later, travel became increasingly attractive to the more prosperous 
businessmen and industrialists that comprised the expanding upper-middle classes of  
towns such as Halifax and Bradford. Later again, in 1903, the passenger railway reached 
Grassington, further improving access. The railway was soon superseded by car and bus. It 
eventually closed to passengers in 1930.

It seems likely that, by about 1820, with increasing mining activity and immigration of  mine 
workers, pressure on the river increased. Whitaker (1805) in his History of  Craven wrote: 
“Excepting …….. the introduction of  manufactories, I do not know a greater calamity which 
can befall a village than the discovery of  a lead mine in the neighbourhood”.  In the 1820s 
and 1830s small textile mills using water power were established locally along the rivers and 
their feeder becks, and mining for lead (and for coal at Kettlewell and Hartlington) expanded 
rapidly. The populations of  Kettlewell, Starbotton and Grassington (see footnote) increased 
dramatically in the first three decades of  the 19C*. Large numbers of  lead and coal miners 
came from outside the dale, some from distant places. In 1851, for example, the census identifies 
people born in other mining areas such as Dent, Aysgarth, Alston, Arkengarthdale, Arndale 
Northumberland, Weardale, Middleham, Greenhow, Burnley, Wigan, Derbyshire and even 
the odd person from Cornwall. Some incomers, for example from East Anglia (Norwich) had 
no mining background but were driven to the dale simply to find work. Nationally, conditions 
around this time were everywhere hard but from 1829 to 1833 things worsened as cheap lead 
imports depressed  prices. As a result the smaller mines closed and miners’ wages collapsed to 
as little as eight shillings a week. It is with this background that KAC was formed.
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Fig 1. Copy of  the first page of  the list of  members in 1859. Top of  the list is William Bury who is noted as joining in 
1843.  This date could be false as other dates on this list can be shown to be unreliable.
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The Founder Members 

Unfortunately the Club’s early records are incomplete and no specific record of  the original 
members survives. The first minute book is missing but there are two early lists of  members; 
one dated 1850 in the Visitors’ Book, naming the then subscribers, as the members were 
first called. This list was probably written from memory, by a club officer or member, for the 
guidance of  the keepers and the publican as it can be shown to be incomplete. The other is a 
loose list, on some old map paper, giving the subscribers in 1859 together with their supposed 
dates of  entry to the club (Fig. 1). 

The 1850 list gives only the surnames of  many of  the members and some of  these are 
common Yorkshire names so it is not possible in every case to be sure who they are. The list 
comprises thirty-nine people as follows: Garforth, Mitchell, Hammond, Holroyd, Thompson, 
Gleadhall, Thompson, Bury, Johnson, Nowell, Coulthurst, Wilson, Bramley, Westmoreland, 
Gott, Ackroyd, Ackroyd, Walton, Trueman, Ellis, Eastcliffe, Clapham, Greenwood, Hare, 
Tennant, Tomasson, Garnett, Garnett, Hutchinson, Garnett, Addison,  Birkbeck, Mayhew, 
Howarth, Horsfall, Briggs, Craven, Howarth and Knowles. 

Of  this list twelve cannot be further identified with certainty (Messrs Gott, Ellis, Eastcliffe, 
Clapham, Hare, Tomasson, Addison, Horsfall, Briggs, one of  the two Howarths and one of  
the three Garnetts). Mr Ellis was probably a local shooting friend of  Garforth (p.73) and is not 
to be confused with two other gentlemen of  that name who figure later in the club records. 
It is possible also that the person who wrote out the list repeated the Garnetts and Howarths 
in error. 

It has, however, been possible to attribute initials or Christian names to twenty-seven of  the 
original list in the visitor’s book. This has been possible where these members have signed-in 
guests in the same visitors’ book. The various identifications are as follows: Thomas Garforth, 
J. Herbert Mitchell, James Hammond, James Holroyd, George Thompson, Henry  Gleadhall,  
the Rev. William Coates Thompson, the Rev. William Bury, Thomas M. Johnson, the Rev. 
T. W. Nowell., J. Nicholas Coulthurst, Mathew Wilson, L. Bramley, J.W. Westmorland, 
Edward Ackroyd, Henry Ackroyd, James Walton, John Trueman, John B. Greenwood, 
John Robert Tennant, T. M. Garnett, E. S. Hutchinson, J. Garnett, John Bir(k)beck, Joseph 
Craven, Edward Howarth, (of  Sale Lodge Cheshire) and Lionel W. Knowles. There are short 
biographical notes in Appendix II on most of  the people in the above list: 

The 1859 list is more helpful as it gives Christian names and a brief  indication of  abode. It 
includes the names of  two members who are said to have joined in 1846 (W. A. Nowell, and 
George Whiteley) and who for some reason might have been overlooked in the 1850 list. At 
least some of  the dates on this list, however, are incorrect. For example, it seems that L. G. 
N. Starkie was a member in 1847 when he signed-in a guest in the visitors’ book but his date 
of  entry to the club is given as 1853 on the 1859 list (p.3). There are other similar anomalies.
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It is not possible from the two lists to be sure just who were founder members but I have been 
able to compile with some certainty a list of   people who were members during the first six or 
seven years, many of  whom are likely to have been in from the beginning. For some of  these 
it has proved possible to assemble biographical details; these show that such early members 
can be divided into three main groups: 

1. The larger riparian owners.  
2.   Other well-off  local people mainly relations, friends, and neighbours of  the 
 above and local clergymen. 
3. Keen visiting anglers from the rapidly-expanding West Yorkshire towns. 

As indicated above it has been suggested that the Rev. William Bury had a key role in 
establishing the early membership shortly after he arrived in the district in 1839. His 
involvement is reflected in the composition of  all three groups. We cannot be exactly sure of  
his initial role but he served as Treasurer for twenty-four years until just before his death in 
February 1875.

Chief  among the first group were: John Robert Tennant, the owner of  the Kilnsey Estate, (see 
below); his cousin Mathew Wilson, Junior, of  Eshton Hall whose family owned much of  the 
parishes of  Threshfield and Hartlington; two members of  the Nowell family who owned land 
in Linton parish (the Reverend T. W. Nowell whose mother lived briefly at Netherside Hall 
and W. A. Nowell, a land agent, then of  Netherside who later lived at Linton House where he 
also farmed), and James Hammond, of  Arncliffe.

The second group included John Nicholas Coulthurst of  Gargrave House, Thomas M. 
Johnson of  Eshton and Thomas Garforth of  Kildwick, all substantial landowners. Perhaps 
the persuasive influence of  William Bury is seen in the recruitment of  John Birkbeck of  
Threapland and James Beck of  Cracoe smaller landowners in Bury’s immediate parish and 
of  L. G. N. Starkie (p.82) who married into a Rylstone family. It is likely that Bury also 
recruited the group of  local parsons including William Boyd of  Arncliffe, who later became 
the Venerable Archdeacon Boyd: the Rev. James Blair of  Christ Church Skipton: and the 
Rev. W. Coates Thompson, Rector of  Addingham who was related to the Cunliffe and Lister 
families (see p.83). 

Thomas Garforth kept greyhounds and was an immediate neighbour and particular friend 
of  J. R. Tennant. They frequently went shooting, beagling or coursing together. For example, 
Tennant records in his diary for February 1847 that they and a Mr Ellis (possibly the Mr Ellis 
in the early KAC membership list) went coursing and “had a good day’s diversion and a good 
show of  hares”.

It is clear from the list that several people in the third set from the West Yorkshire towns 
were indeed from Halifax as recollected by Milne-Milne and that they were prosperous 
professionals or businessmen. They include several eminent Halifax worthies active in civic
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life, including Edward Ackroyd (later Member of  Parliament and philanthropist) and his 
younger brother Henry; George Thompson of  Luddendenfoot, a corn miller; and George 
Whiteley, a card and cotton manufacturer of  Mayfield House. These early links with Halifax 
established a tradition unbroken to this day. Another significant early member from the towns 
was Henry Gleadhall: a solicitor and bachelor from South Kirby near Wakefield. He spent 
much of  his time in the dale, eventually living at Kettlewell. A member for about 48 years, he 
succeeded the Rev. Bury as treasurer from 1874 to 1880.

A key early member was John Truman, farmer, postmaster and landlord of  the Tennant 
Arms, who regulated the day to day running of  the club for many years until he died in 1869. 
He was succeeded in this role by his nephew, Harman J.  Brown, who ran the inn for a further 
eleven years until his death in 1880. Club members not only stayed at the pub but also at 
Northcote Farm which was run by the Brown family. Another nephew, Ralph Brown, was for 
a short time a keeper for the club in the 1870s.

Fig. 2.  Sir Mathew Wilson. One of  the several distinguished members commemorated in stone or 
bronze. A founder member and riparian owner he lived first at Kildwick Hall then at Eshton Hall. 
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Chapter  II: The Early Years

The Tennant Family and the Club

In 1839 our then main riparian owner, John Robert Tennant (p.82), whose family had owned 
Chapel House and much of  the estate for many years, married his richer cousin, Frances Mary 
Wilson in London. On marriage they chose not to live at Chapel House which was empty at the 
time, but settled in Kildwick Hall, a house that had been in her family for some years. As a result 
of  this choice it seems likely that Tennant may have taken a less direct interest in the club and 
the Kilnsey estate than he would have otherwise. Tennant’s diaries for the years 1847 to 1873 
survive in the archives of  the Yorkshire Archaeological Society in Leeds. These show that he 
retained some contact with KAC from his Kildwick base. For example, he records in his diary 
for 1847 that he: “Attended a meeting of  the Kilnsey Anglers’ Club at the Devonshire Arms 
[Skipton]. Dined there afterwards being caught by them making me chairman of  the meeting 
- the whole business being dreadfully tedious”. His dinner cost him half-a-crown. Though he 
fished but rarely at Kilnsey, was he a keen angler, fishing mainly on the Aire nearer home. 
He was a founder member of  the once thriving but now defunct Aire Fishing Club (founded 
in 1838, as the Craven Anglers’ Club) and for many years was also its patron and president.  
He had wide access to other waters on the Aire and elsewhere. As well as membership of  the 
Aire Club he paid the Tempest Estate ten pounds per annum for “his share” on their water. 
Through his friend Thomas Garforth, members of  whose extended family lived at Coniston 
Cold, he had access to the lake there and the Aire from Gargrave to Bell Busk. His diaries give 
an illuminating account of  the daily activities of  a Victorian gentleman, and contain numerous 
references to fishing as well as coursing, shooting and beagling. The diaries record trips, alone 
or with Garforth or others, to Malham Water (i.e. Malham Tarn) and the Ribble at Gisburn. He 
was often driven to near Skipton and fished back to Kildwick. In April 1851 he records that Mr 
Jardine stayed at Kildwick “being a fishing expert”. Was this the Alfred Jardine of  “snap-tackle” 
fame? It is possibly significant that Tennant records going pike fishing and catching two pike in 
October that year; the only record in his diaries of  such an excursion. 

Tennant’s cousin, brother-in-law and friend, Mathew Wilson Junior, was another keen angler 
and extensive landowner who also provided fishing to the club. Wilson was elected Member of  
Parliament in 1841, 1847 and 1853 for Clitheroe, where the family had landed interests. He had 
a colourful political career and was twice unseated for electoral malpractice. In 1841 he had a 
majority of  only eight and because of  “an indiscretion by his agents” he had to apply for the 
Chiltern Hundreds. He was elected unopposed in 1847 but in 1853 there was a petition against 
his return because of  bribery by his agents. He later was MP for the Northern Division of  the 
West Riding (1874-85) and for Skipton (1885-88).  In 1878, some time after the death of  his first 
wife, Wilson, by then Sir Mathew, re-married and moved to live in Brunswick Square in regency 
Brighton where they were later joined by J. R. Tennant and his wife who went to live nearby.  
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At first the Tennant Estate did not ask the club for rent but by 1883, after Tennant had gone 
to Brighton, the club was paying £20 a year to Mr Harrison, the estate’s agent. John Robert 
Tennant died in Brighton in 1894, the year when death duties were first imposed, and it seems 
possible that this coincidence caused complications for the family. The estate passed to his 
younger half-brother Robert Tennant (p.82) who died relatively soon afterwards in 1900. As 
early as 1848 at least part of  the Kilnsey estate had been mortgaged (c.f. J. R. Tennant’s diaries), 
perhaps for business reasons or to maintain the family’s life style. As a result of  the consecutive 
deaths there was a degree of  uncertainty, and perhaps anxiety, in the club about its main 
tenancy. This uncertainty persisted for some years.

 In 1902 the club committee heard a rumour that the Tennant Arms was to be advertised to let, 
and furthermore Mr Fawcett (p.73), a member, “had information …..to the effect that probably 
the Tennant Estate would be offered for auction in the spring of  1903”. This caused a flurry of  
activity. The committee resolved that Mr Godwin (p.74 and Fig. 3) should “communicate with 
the Agent, Mr T. J. Harrison (of  Bramley, Basingstoke), asking for an interview”. Mr Godwin 
volunteered to go to London and “do the best possible in ascertaining the Agent’s intentions as 
how best to preserve the interests of  the Club in relation to this part of  its fishing”. The club 
prepared plans to buy one of  the sale lots (p.35) but for unknown reasons the auction sale never 
went ahead. 

In 1906 Mr Harrison, who was by then the resident steward to the mortgagees and was living 
in Chapel House Lodge, gave notice “to terminate the agreement for the sole fishing rights on 
the Kilnsey Estate on December 31st 1906 and offering to renew the agreement (annual) at 
an increase of  £10-0-0 per annum”. The committee minutes record that the Hon. Secretary 
“brought forward sundry evidence that it would be advisable to accept the Steward’s suggestion 
and have the increased rent endorsed on the present agreement. It was considered advisable 
to adopt the form of  settlement now offered as the safest course considering both the advice 
of  Mr Harrison and the change of  tenancy about to take place at the inn - the Tennant Arms 
Kilnsey”. Mr Harrison’s advice was taken and was clearly considered valuable as he was made 
an honorary member later that year.

The Nowell Family

At the time the club was formed, the Nowells were substantial landowners in Linton parish. 
They are said to be descendents of  Alexander Nowell (1507-1602), Dean of  St Paul’s* and 
“the inventor of  bottled beer” and of  Roger Nowell of  Read, who was judge at trial of  the 
Lancashire witches. Two Nowell brothers, whose mother lived briefly at Netherside Hall, were 

*Dr Nowell, a controversial cleric who crossed swords with Elizabeth I, is said to have invented bottled beer. By 
accident he left a corked-up bottle in the river whilst fishing and returning some weeks later found the contents much 
improved. Have anglers a special gene that links beer drinking and fishing, a gene that has passed these habits down 
the generations? There is a well-known Flemish-style painting of  Dr Nowell in Brasenose College, Oxford in which 
fishing rods and hooks are portrayed. He features in Walton’s Compleat Angler where he is said to spend one-tenth of  his 
time fishing.
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Fig. 3. Sir Arthur Godwin, 1907, the First Lord Mayor of  Bradford in ceremonial dress. A committee member for many years 
he played a key role in the club’s affairs.
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Fig. 4. Scale House in 1839. This sketch was drawn by William Bury when he lodged there for the first few months of  his 
incumbency. Canon Greenwell of  the eponymous Greenwell‘s Glory was a guest there when he excavated a Bronze Age barrow 
nearby in 1864. Scale House was later the home of  Joseph Henderson, club secretary from 1885 to 1896.  

intimately involved in the early days of  the club: the Reverend T. W. Nowell and W. A. Nowell, 
a land agent who later lived at Linton House where he also farmed. 

The Reverend T. W. Nowell, who was a member for fifty-seven years, spent his working life in 
London’s east end, returning to retire in Linton in 1892. W.A. Nowell, a member for thirty-five 
years, was also instrumental in the formation of  the Linton and Burnsall Anglers’ Club as the 
“Grassington” club was then called. He acted as President at Grassington from its foundation 
in 1854 to his death in 1899.

A younger brother Ralph A. Nowell served twenty five years in the Indian Army and on his 
return to the dale, acted as our club secretary from 1881 to 1885 when he left Netherside Hall 
to live in London. The three brothers were in fact the sons of  the Rev. Josias Robinson and 
his wife Margaret (née Atkinson). Margaret changed her name to Nowell by Royal Charter 
and adopted the Nowell family coat of  arms. Her maternal grandfather, another Alexander, 
restored Netherside Hall in the early nineteenth century.

The last of  the family to be a member of  the club (from 1896 to 1914) was R.A. Nowell’s son, 
Roger W. Nowell. 

The Reverend William Bury

William Bury was born to a landed family in about 1810 at Thornton Hall near  
Barrow-on-Humber, Lincolnshire. His uncle, William, was a local parson. As a young man he 
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went to Cambridge, where from St John’s College he graduated with First Class Honours in 
1833. Following the tradition of  the time, as a younger son he entered the Church. When he 
came to the district in 1839,  he at first lodged at Scale House in Rylstone (Fig. 4). At this time 
the huge parish of  Burnsall was divided into two parts called medieties. He first became Rector 
of  the so-called First Mediety of  Burnsall with Rylstone and Conistone on the 14th February 
1839. Then a month later (16th March 1839) he was offered and took over the Second Mediety.  
In 1860 his gross income for the two was £738 (£390 and £348). This at  the time  was a very 
substantial income for a parson (compare £275 for the large London parish of  Wapping and 
£230 for neighbouring Linton). On the amalgamation of  the two parts of  the parish one of  
the two available rectories became redundant. At the time Burnsall church and both of  the 
rectories were in poor repair, having suffered many years of  neglect. Bury, having a choice of  
two rectories, chose the smaller and had plans prepared for its refurbishment and extension. 
He later also put in hand repairs and reconstruction of  Burnsall church. It seems, however, that 
he never took up residence in Burnsall. In response to an awkward question posed during the 
Bishop’s Visitation in 1859, Bury replied that he “lived in a house licensed by the Bishop” and, 
as a kind of  excuse, that the parsonage at Burnsall had been “pronounced too small”. Married 
in Lincolnshire in 1839 to Dorethea Marriott, a lady with substantial private means, their first 
child was born in 1841 at Linton Hall, a property then owned by the Nowell family. Shortly 
afterwards the Bury family took up residence as a tenant of  the Tennant family at the then 
vacant Chapel House where his second child was born just a few months later. The registers 
for Burnsall Church, for the period he was incumbent, show that he officiated infrequently at 
Burnsall, mainly leaving the duties there to his curates.  He lived in some style with a substantial 
household at Chapel House.

What kind of  a man was the Reverend Bury? Fortunately a scrap book of  his survives which, 
taken overall, provides a unique insight into the life and interests of  a Victorian country parson. 

The Reverend Bury’s Scrap Book

William Bury started his scrapbook as a young parson on joining his new living in 1839. The 
leather-bound book was originally intended to be a manuscript description of  local history and 
the environs as is indicated by the title:  Some account of  the parishes of  Burnsall and Linton in the 
Deanery of  Craven compiled from various sources. At first it was a studied historical record culled from 
various published sources (such as Whitaker’s History of  Craven) which he illustrated with his 
own sketches and watercolours of  houses, churches and landscapes. He later included extracts 
that interested him, from parish registers, monumental inscriptions and local directories. He 
collected local folk tales and stories from his parishioners including a scurrilous account of  the 
habits of  a previous Rector. At a later stage he used it as a scrapbook; pasting in, and sometimes 
pasting over, newspaper cuttings, pamphlets and handbills etc. Interleaved are loose letters that 
he treasured as a record, for example from the Bishop, local gentry and other important people. 

It is clear that one of  his main interests was education. As well as being a Trustee and in effect 
manager of  the long established school at Burnsall he set up a small school that ran for a time in 
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the 1850s at Conistone, and in 1856 he was secretary to a committee active in the development 
and stewardship of  a new National School at Rylstone, of  which he was a major benefactor (of  
the third largest sum). In 1865 he negotiated the revision of  the rules at Burnsall School so that 
girls could be educated and poorer children had free tuition. 

As well as repairing Burnsall church, Bury initiated the restoration and refurbishment of  both 
Rylstone and Conistone chapels, raising the necessary funds and providing substantial sums 
from his own pocket towards the works. The two chapels unusually had neither a chaplain nor 
a separate endowment.

That he had an  interest in  country sports is shown in his handwritten  account of  a meeting 
of  the Craven Hounds - “On Friday the 11th of  February 1848, the Craven Hounds met at 
Stainton Cotes and turned out a Bay Fox, which immediately led the way at a great pace in the 
direction of  Conistone and Airton to Kirby Malhamdale. Here after crossing the deep Ravine, 
it made for the Rye Loaf, but soon turned aside and ran directly for Malham Cove. What took 
place here can only be conjectured because no one was near the Hounds at the time. When the 
Riders arrived at the top of  the Cove, they found most of  the hounds barking at the very Brink 
and looking down, and at the bottom, on the grass within a few yards from the place where the 
River Aire issues forth, the Fox and a fine Hound, the Leader of  the Pack were found stretched, 
quite dead, side by side with about every bone in their bodies broken. It is conjectured that 
the Hound seized the Fox at the top and in the struggle they had both gone over the Precipice 
together.” Though in Bury’s own writing, it is not clear that he witnessed parts of  the event at 
first hand. It seems likely, however, that he did, as he later includes a newspaper cutting, giving 
a longer, contrasting account of  the day, written by his friend Captain Henry Blake of  Rylstone. 

Elsewhere he notes “In the winter of  1843 and spring 1844 I killed 23 woodcock to my own 
gun in the woods at Chapel House ………..Mr Matt. Wilson (p.84) told me that he was present 
when 13 woodcocks were killed in these woods in one day: nine of  them were shot by himself.”  
There is a little more on shooting in the form of  a letter from the Duke of  Devonshire 

Though there is little in the book of  direct relevance to the history of  KAC, there is a very 
significant list of  fly dressings that throws light on the development of  North Country patterns 
which is dealt with in some detail below (p.24).



Chapter  III: The Keepers and their duties

The Keepers

The main aims of  the early subscribers were met in part by the appointment of  a keeper or 
keepers. The earliest available club accounts (for 1874) show that almost all the subscription 
income (92%) was spent on the keepers’ wages and the rent of  a cottage for the head keeper. 
There is no record of  when the first keeper was appointed but it must have been soon after 
the club was formed in the early 1840s. The first recorded keeper was William Heselton who 
is mentioned in Druidale (p.167) as Hesseltine. In the 1841 census, near the time KAC was 
founded, he is living with his older brother Francis and his occupation is given as a servant. By 
the time of  the 1851 census, described as a gamekeeper, he was married with two children and 
the whole family were living as lodgers with his still-unmarried brother Francis. In 1861, though 
his brother had died in 1853, he was still at the family’s Kilnsey house and is described as a fish 
keeper. From these sources it is only possible to surmise that he was first employed as keeper 
sometime between 1841 and 1851. Born locally, he was christened at Conistone in 1813 and 
died aged fifty in 1864. He is buried in Conistone churchyard.

Heselton was joined, as assistant, by Jerome Emmott sometime before 1861. Emmott was 
born illegitimate and had the distinction of  being christened twice; at Fewston in 1830, and at 
Addingham in 1834. He joined the club from Nessfield, where, aged 20 in 1851, he is recorded as 
lodging with a Mary Smith and working as a wool-comber. By this time his mother had married 
and had further children. Wool-combing, before the invention of  wool-combing machinery, 
was a particularly unpleasant, unhealthy job. Just imagine his delight on getting a job in the 
fresh air.  On joining Kilnsey Angling Club he lived at first in Arncliffe parish somewhere in or 
near Hawkswick. He is described in the 1861 census as a fish keeper. At some time before 1873 
Emmott was joined by Ralph Brown, who was the nephew of  John Truman, the landlord of  the 
Tennant Arms and the son of  William Brown who farmed at Northcote.

The club records for 1873 -1876 show that Jerome Emmott was well established as Head Keeper 
on a wage of  £1 per week and Ralph Brown was his assistant earning eighteen shillings. By this 
time Emmott was settled in a cottage at Kilnsey for which the club paid £5 a year rent. Brown 
left the club’s service in July 1876 to be replaced as Under Keeper by David Mallinson in the 
July of  that year. 

Emmott was clearly much liked and highly regarded  by the members as is evident from Druidale 
(e.g. Cadman  p.167) and from the club archives where he is commonly referred to as “Jerry” in 
what are  otherwise quite formal  documents. Illingworth (1932), who writes rather romantically 
about the various keepers he had known, describes Emmott as follows:

“There was dear old Jerome Emmott, one of  nature’s gentlemen. He was keeper for the Kilnsey 
Angling Club on the Wharfe for fifty four years being head keeper for over fifty years; I knew 
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him for the last ten or so. Of  one thing you can be quite sure, if  his flies did not kill it was not 
the fault of  the flies; you must look for what was wrong in other directions. He was the village 
carpenter and wheelwright in his spare time, to say nothing of  his fiddle which he played for 
the dances. He was the best boxer in the dale. Latterly he became a churchwarden and a 
capitalist in a small way owning a house and a farm or two, and employing a couple of  men 
to make gates and coffins for the community. I have many a time sat by him as he tied flies at 
the cunning cabinet which held everything and could be covered up in a second or two with 
nothing disturbed. He knew that the fly-tier often spends nearly all his time getting things out 
and tidying them away. Or he might be netting a landing net or steaming a hoop or making a 
shaft for one. While so engaged or in the evening when I went to his cottage for a yarn, I would 
ask questions and lead him on to talk of  old times, of  Frank Buckland, he would tell me how he 
made the hatchery and fry ponds to his instructions and how the inspector of  fisheries said that 
the water supply was the best in the country for such a purpose”. 

Illingworth also notes Emmott’s long service in his second book of  reminiscences (1936, p.30)   
saying that when he died he had been “head keeper for fifty-two years and under keeper for 
four years before that”. Here Illingworth probably exaggerates the length of  Emmott’s service 
because the much respected Jerry retired in 1907, a few months before he died in 1908. If  he 
had a total of  fifty-six years’ service then Emmott joined the club in 1851 whereas we know 
from the 1851 census that he lived at Nessfield at that date. Fifty four years service suggests 
he started in 1853. Cadman, writing in 1898 (p.167), records that Emmott had more than 40 
years’ service, indicating that he started before 1858. This is perhaps confirmed by the birth 
of  Emmott’s oldest child in Arncliffe parish that year. The four years that Illingworth suggests 
Emmott spent as Heselton’s assistant can also be taken to indicate that Emmott first worked for 
the club in 1858.

Illingworth’s observation of  Emmott’s prosperity is backed by the 1891 census in which Emmott, 
by now a widower, is described as a farmer and employer and is living with his son William (a 
joiner), his daughter, who acted as housekeeper, and Metcalfe, a farm servant. At the time of  the 
1901 census he is described as a water bailiff/gamekeeper. His family and the farm servant have 
left but he now has a resident housekeeper although his wage from the club was still only £1 a 
week.  Emmott was clearly successful with his various ancillary enterprises and was careful with 
money because when he died he left £1448, a very large sum in present day terms. Illingworth 
(1932) describes how he organised a day’s salmon fishing for the seventy-six-year-old Emmott. 
With unfamiliar borrowed tackle, Emmott caught a salmon; Illingworth acted as ghillie and 
photographed the proud captor. Where, I wonder, is that photograph now?   

Generally, the club’s relationship with its keepers seems to have been excellent but there were 
odd occasions when matters went awry. For example, in 1890 David Mallinson was given notice. 
The minutes record that: “It was resolved that the secretary gives D. Mallinson notice owing 
to him absenting himself  from the river. It being left to the secretary to hear his defence and to 
cancel the notice if  he thinks fit.” Mallinson’s defence must have been sound as it seems that he 
remained in his job until February 1902, although the club records are particularly patchy for 



this time. In  September 1902 the club was making enquiries of  various locals as to the suitability 
of   his son, John W. Mallinson, as under keeper and he was appointed shortly afterwards. By 
1906 Jerome Emmott aged 74 had become infirm and J. W. Mallinson’s wages were raised from 
18/- a week to £1 because of  his extra duties. Emmott resigned a year later and, in view of  
his long service, the club allowed him to keep his cottage until he died in November 1908. J. 
W. Mallinson was then appointed Head Keeper but not before being summoned to Bradford 
to be interviewed by a sub-committee which raised his wage to 22/- a week and agreed “that 
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Fig.5. Jerome Emmott in his joiners’ workshop adjacent to the Tennant Arms. (Copyright Kilnsey Angling Club).
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the expenses of  renovating Mallinson’s bicycle should be paid by the club”. John Mallinson 
subsequently served a total of  44 years before he retired in 1947. Bicycles figured greatly in the 
keepers’ lives. In January 1929 the club bought a bicycle for £4/7/- and another one in July 
1936 for £4/3/3. Later in 1947 the club minutes report that: “J. Ingleby’s bicycle had been 
completely destroyed by a motor-car when standing by the roadside (J. Ingleby not involved). 
The secretary was authorized to make a contribution from club funds of  £5 towards a new 
machine”. It wasn’t until much later that Ingleby had the luxury of  an old van.

In 1907 Fred Reynard (p.80) was taken on at a wage of  19/- a week as Mallinson’s assistant. 
Reynard had previously worked for the Burnsall club and was employed mainly to look after 
the hatchery whilst Mallinson continued to live in Kettlewell. Reynard was another who served 
the club for a long time, eventually retiring in 1940 after 33 years’ service. Reynard’s skill at 
fish rearing was much appreciated by both the committee and members at large, so when he 
tendered his resignation in 1936 because of  deteriorating health, they were glad that he had 
offered to instruct his replacement in the intricacies of  the hatchery. On retirement he was 
presented with a smoker’s outfit with which he was said to have been very pleased.  He died in 
1942 and is buried in Conistone churchyard.

In March 1937 Jeremiah Ingleby was appointed to succeed Fred Reynard on a wage of  35/- a 
week to be reviewed when he had become experienced. Reynard was retained as an advisor 
at 10/- a week for a year, an arrangement that was renewed and lasted three years. Ingleby 
must have been feeling the pinch on his provisional wage because in the October he asked 
to be allowed two or three days a week to go rabbitting during the winter months. A special 
committee meeting, convened to consider this request, thought that this would not interfere 
with his work and “agreed to give this privilege a trial”. In later years Ingleby had an ancillary 
role killing pigs, travelling up and down the dale on his bike. 

Jerry Ingleby is fondly remembered today by the few surviving veteran members who knew him. 
Laurence Catlow (1997) in an affectionate article, describes the keeper’s gentle daily routine 
doing what he regarded as the “best job in’t North”.

The Keepers’ Other Duties 

The keepers’ duties included supplying members with minnows, worms and, in season, creepers 
and adult stoneflies as well as artificial flies. As noted above, Emmott became particularly skilled 
as a fly dresser and some of  the patterns illustrated in Pritt (1885) were drawn from his tyings.  
Pritt, in the preface to his book, thanking Emmott for his help, makes specific mention of  the 
keeper’s prowess where he writes: “…..… Emmott……who dresses some of  the most beautiful 
flies that can be found in all Britain”. The keepers also reared trout for stocking the river and 
maintained the hatchery (p.31). Particularly in the early days a major task was to stake the river 
against netting and they were expected to keep stiles and walls in good repair. 



 KEEPERS AND THEIR DUTIES 17

Staking 

For many years after the club took control of  the river, poaching by netting remained a major 
problem. To counter this, much effort was put into staking (stobbing) the pools to frustrate the 
long netters. Stakes in the main river were soon washed away and had to be replaced annually. 
Up to a few years ago  stakes survived in Black Keld. Their remains may still be there.

The club records show repeated expenditure on staking during its first ninety years. For example, 
as early as 1847, six pounds and seven pence were spent on stakes. This was the equivalent of  
eight weeks’ keeper’s wages. Much later in 1890 the committee resolved: “That some more 
piling be done at the bottom of  Byrom Dub and also in the Skirfare”. In 1907 two hundred 
and fifty stakes were bought from Mr Raw of  Kettlewell, of  which 100 were of  oak and cost 
£3/16 /8d . By 1909 many stakes were reported lost so a thousand further stakes were bought. 
Poaching seems to have been a serious problem at this time as Mallinson asked the committee 
if  he could lay barbed wire on the rocky bed of  Kettlewell Beck where staking was impossible 
but it was judged not safe to do so. Some staking was done most years in the early twenties 
and was last recorded in 1926. In the thirties the practice was discontinued and in its place the 
keepers, following the then fashion, were encouraged to build “bays” to encourage fly life. Like 
the stakes, such constructions did not long survive the winter floods and this practice was, in its 
turn, abandoned a few years later.

Fig. 6. The hatchery circa 1938. Fred Reynard, under-keeper (1908-1940) and S. Meggitt, chairman (1946-1953). Both 
were much respected by the members.
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Control of  Predators

From the start, one of  the main duties of  the keepers was to deal with ‘vermin’. In true Victorian 
fashion this term included species which today are treasured and fully protected by law. There 
is even a traditional (apocryphal?) story that Archdeacon Boyd managed to dissuade some club 
members from culling dippers which were thought undesirable because they were said to eat 
trout spawn!  

Otters and herons were judged to be particularly destructive, but eels and gulls, which are not 
thought to be much of  a menace today, were also a target. Eel numbers may have fluctuated 
markedly. The minutes in 1882 note: “That eels having greatly increased in the waters preserved 
by the club and being very destructive to young trout; instructions be given to the Head Keeper 
to catch them by any means found most effective”. Subsequently they are not mentioned as a 
particular problem.
 
For many years until the 1950s, otters were common and they were persecuted vigorously. 
The keepers were encouraged to trap and shoot them and various local packs of  otter hounds 
were welcomed. Pritt in his articles in the Yorkshire Weekly Post, from time to time records otters’ 
activities on the club‘s waters. In 1884, for example, he notes that otters were particularly 
busy on the Skirfare and in 1895 he bemoaned the departure of  Captain Dawson’s pack from 
Wharfedale to the Midlands. Later, in 1904, the club minutes note that the Addingham pack 
had been deployed. 

Pritt in his newspaper column was especially scathing about herons; in 1884 he declared that 
the river was overrun with birds that he thought came from heronries at Eshton and Milnthorp 
in Cumberland.
  
Goosanders, considered a nuisance today, are recent colonists.

Poaching 

Although poaching was clearly rife throughout the first 100 years, there  is  little evidence in 
the minutes of  prosecutions, except in 1878 when the prosecution of  Robinson (a Kettlewell 
farmer ) incurred  £1/5/6 expenses and, to a Mr Perry, a lawyer‘s fee of   £5/15/-. These were 
considerable sums at the time, equivalent to hundreds of  pounds today*, perhaps inhibiting 
similar future action. The Robinson family may, however, have continued to be a nuisance to 
the club as in 1890 the minutes read: “The question of  the fishing of  John Scarr Robinson to 
be enquired into and to be reported to the next meeting”. Poachers were mainly local and, in 
general, were dissuaded by subtle or not so subtle pressure from their landlords and employers.

*Footnote: In 1874 £1 would have been worth approximately £411 in today’s money in terms of  average earnings and 
twice that amount in terms of  buying power (G.D.P.).
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In September 1885 according to a note in the back of  the visitors’ book, three youths from 
Bradford, W. G. E. Binnie, A. R. Binnie and J. Shields “were taken in the act of  grappling trout 
in the Skirfare” by the Reverend Dr Fairburn. They admitted catching two. They were allowed 
to go after leaving their addresses and undertaking to write a letter of  apology to the Secretary. 
Was grappling a minor sin that could be easily forgiven? About the same time the secretary, 
Captain Henderson, took a sterner line when he took a regular poacher, a Keighley man, to 
court for poisoning the river. The man was jailed. At the time the penalty was a £2 fine or a 
month in prison. 

In 1888 the committee took a positive approach when they instructed the secretary to write 
to the secretary of  the Yorkshire Fishery [sic] Board asking the Board to draft a Byelaw “for 
the better prosecution of  poaching”. Tickling was particularly rife at this time and Captain 
Henderson raised a specific question at the Northern Anglers’ Conference at Leeds in 1888. 
He noted that the Conservators had not made tickling an explicit offence and commented that 
very large numbers were being taken that way in Upper Wharfedale.

In the 1890s it was thought that the railway to Grassington could be extended up the dale 
(Cadman,1898, p.181) and in 1904 the committee, in its deliberation over future budgets, 
thought they might have to employ another keeper to cope with increased poaching pressure 
if  or when the proposed railway extension to Kettlewell and Buckden was built. In the 
circumstances it was thought best to protect the reserve fund of  £200 that had been established 
for just such an eventuality.

Fig. 7. The Wharfedale otter hounds.  (Photograph courtesy of  Mr & Mrs Malcolm Campbell).

 KEEPERS AND THEIR DUTIES



KILNSEY ANGLING CLUB: THE EARLY YEARS 20

As late as 1941 the Secretary was taking a Bradford solicitor‘s advice on how to deal with illegal 
fishing. By this time the maximum fine of  £2 had become derisory and the solicitor drafted the 
following specimen letter, a copy of  which is pasted into the back of  the minute book:

Sir 
It has been reported to me that at … [place]… at … [time]…on… [Date]…you trespassed against the Club’s 
private fishing rights by taking trout from the river without permission. It is the custom of  the Committee in such 
cases to ask for a contribution of  £……to the Skipton Hospital or other like body together with a letter of  
explanation and an undertaking to refrain from similar in the future. I shall therefore, be glad to hear from you in 
early course with a view to the incident being closed in the manner above outlined. 

Yours obediently, 
Hon Sec.

Presumably the solicitor expected the obedient Secretary always to do as he was told. 

The club was always keen to inhibit poaching in neighbouring waters.  As well as taking any 
opportunity to rent any nearby small lengths of  river to tidy up control, it used publicity to 
discourage poaching on nearby stretches. For example at the AGM on the 2nd April 1874 it 
was carried: “That a placard be distributed about Kilnsey Conistone Kettlewell Arncliffe Litton 
Grassingington Linton and Burnsall stating the clause or clauses of  the Act of  Parliament that 
defined the closed time for trout.” and also “That the committee shall be empowered to take 
the measures they may think necessary to preserve the portions of  the river Wharfe both above 
and below the portion preserved by the club during the closed time”. The downstream stretch 
below Netherside had by this time been in the hands of  the Grassington club for twenty years.



Chapter IV: Fishing methods in the early years

In the early days a wide range of  methods was tolerated, at least as far as club members were 
concerned, though visitors and guests were from time to time restricted in various ways. As late 
as 1886, in the earliest extant copy of  the rules, the only proscribed baits and methods were 
salmon spawn, medicated baits, netting and snaring. Minnow fishing, in its several forms, was 
popular for a very long period. It seems clear that, before the more general adoption  of  dry fly 
fishing in the second half  of  the 20th century, the only ways of  catching  fish in the long periods 
of  low water that commonly occur in late summer on the Wharfe  were  clear-water worming 
and various forms  of  minnow fishing. 

Magee (1994) gives an excellent overview of  North Country fly fishing and Edmonds and Lee 
(1916), who knew the Wharfe well, give brief  accounts of  minnow, upstream worm, creeper 
and natural stonefly fishing. We are, however, particularly lucky to have Pritt’s books and Henry 
Cadman’s (1898) account of  fishing habits at Kilnsey in the last decades of  the nineteenth 
century. Cadman’s book is hardly a literary masterpiece but it is interestingly different as was 
noted by a reviewer in The Times in 1898 who wrote: “There has never been any lack of  
books on angling but Harry Druidale; Fisherman strikes out on its own. Mr Henry Cadman 
has written a pleasurably gossiping volume recording his experiences not in preserves but in 
well-fished waters in the course of  the last 20 years. He has much to say that is sensible as to 
the so-called dry fly-fishing, which, however essential on such still chalk streams as the Test and  
Itchen, is often a waste of  time and labour with the troutlets of  the broken waters of  the North. 
He is more attached to the worm than some would altogether approve, but as he argues, it may 
be used all the year round, and demands considerable science in clear water.”

I was curious to find out why Cadman’s book was published by Macmillan, which at the time 
was a most prestigious house with a list of  famous authors and a stringent selection policy that 
accepted about one in ten of  the manuscripts submitted. A search in the Macmillan archives 
in the British Library shows that almost uniquely Druidale was not put out for review and was 
in effect published at the author’s risk. Only 750 copies were printed in contrast to the 7000  
for Dickens’s Nicholas Nickleby and 3000 for Kingsley’s Water Babies, of  which late editions were  
going through the Macmillan press at the same time. Harry Druidale is amply illustrated with 
photographs taken by his son and is a good example of  the early use of  photographs in book 
illustration. It seems that Macmillans may have had some interest in experimenting in new 
methods of  illustration in cooperation with their Scottish printers.

Wet Fly Fishing

Like Edmonds and Lee, Pritt (1985, 1986) deals mainly with wet fly fishing and appends only 
short sections on other methods to his first chapter with its classic list of  North Country flies. 
Magee (1994) discusses the origins of  Pritt’s list and puts it in its historical context by reference 
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to a wide range of  other anglers’ lists, some published, and others old manuscripts that he 
collected or discovered in private collections. 

Magee (p.103) discussing the origin of  the patterns selected by Pritt (1886), notes that Pritt   
“made no claim for originality for the 62 patterns in his book, indeed he went to great lengths 
to acknowledge the generous help given by his many angling friends”. He also notes (p.113 ) that 
Pritt surely had drawn some patterns from earlier authors such as Swarbrick (1807), Jackson 
(1854) and Theakston (1853), Most of  Pritt’s list, however, has little direct relation to the last two 
lists and can be more closely correlated with  two lists given in William Bury’s scrapbook and  a 
list given by Wells (1842).

William Bury’s and Wells’s Lists

William Bury’s lists of  flies for the river Wharfe comprise: a) one, neatly written in his own 
hand (Fig. 8), giving flies for the months of  February, March and April only: and b) a cutting, 
of  a letter to the editor taken from a Sunday newspaper, The Era, dated June 1844, that gives 
a similar but more complete list for the full season. A careful word for word comparison of  the 
two lists indicates that the printed list is probably derived from the hand written version or from 
another copy. The printed list has a few printer’s errors of  a kind that seems to indicate the hand 
written list is the earlier. Unfortunately the letter is signed “Pisces” so we cannot be sure of  the 
writer’s identity. Was Pisces the Reverend Bury, a colleague in KAC, or someone else? There is 
a third version of  the list in a rare book by Joseph Wells, a Sheffield angler that differs only in 
very minor details and in having thirty-two rather than thirty one patterns. 

Fig. 8. List of  Trout Flies for the River Wharfe. Extract from the Reverend Bury’s scrapbook. Part of  his list in his own 
hand circa 1840.
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It seems certain that the three lists have a common source and have been ‘lost’ for over a century 
and a half. They are distinctive because of  their common inclusion of  a fly called the Deuil’s 
Cruik or Deul Cruik. Wells (1842) gives a list of  his own flies for trout and grayling as well as a list 
for chub. In introducing the list of  Wharfdale [sic] patterns he writes: “Having now given my 
own experimental opinions respecting Artificial Flies, yet in order to prove that  prejudice or 
thoughtless conceit forms no part of  this book […] I have inserted the Warfdale List, given by 
an old angler of  that part, being reckoned excellent flies there”. Who was the old angler? For 
convenience I am going to regard his list and the two variant lists in William Bury’s scrapbook 
as one and the same, and hereafter refer to it as the ‘Wharfdale Angler’s List’.

Some of  the names and dressings in the Warfdale Angler’s List indicate links to an earlier 
tradition, in particular to Swarbrick’s list as given by Magee (1994). Eighteen of  the flies on the 
full Wharfdale list of  thirty-two have very similar dressings to flies described by Swarbrick The 
names of  some of  these differ but most are clearly recognisable as the same fly. The old angler, 
whoever he was, must have taken them from Swarbrick’s list or some earlier common source. 

The newly found lists provide a direct link to Pritt’s selection of  62 patterns the essential core of  
which comprises all but two of  the 32 patterns on the Warfdale Angler’s List, though in a few 
cases their dressings have been changed very slightly. The patterns for most remain identical 
but the names of  eight of  them have been changed: in some cases only partly but in others 
completely. For example, The Dark Bloa and The Red Fly in the early list become Waterhen Bloa 
and Red Owl respectively in Pritt’s book. The Musk fly and the Hackle Deul Cruik are re-named as 
Brown Owl and March Brown by Pritt. The curious name Deul Cruik spelled this way is not found 
elsewhere in the angling literature. Is it of  Scottish origin? Fly patterns with a similar name 
(Devil Crook) occur in a list of  dressings compiled and published by ‘Brown Owl’ in November 
1902 in The Fishing Gazette. Brown Owl took his list of  patterns from unpublished manuscripts 
written in the 1840s and 1850s by Stephen Braithwaite, a Knaresborough angler who had 
described the patterns in letters to his immediate angling friends. Like our lists, Braithwaite 
gave both a winged and a hackled version of  ‘the Crook’, though the  dressings diverge in the 
detailed choice of  materials These  facts perhaps indicate that   Braithwaite’s  selection and the 
Wharfdale Angler’s List had evolved from a common source. Otherwise there is little overlap 
in the actual dressings of  the two collections though they share some common names. Was the 
common source Wells’s old Wharfedale angler?

It seems, from the great similarity of  the descriptions of  the flies common to Pritt and the 
Warfdale List, that the latter may have been available to Pritt forty years later. Were these the 
patterns in regular use by KAC members from the 1840s to the 1880s? Certainly the feathers 
used in the Warfdale List, with the exception of  Silver Pheasant, are all from bird’s common 
locally today. It is, however, possible that no copy of  the list survived the forty years and that 
Emmott supplied Pritt with the patterns from memory as well as with tyings of  specimen flies. 
This is perhaps supported by Illingworth’s (1932) description of  how, in conversation, Emmott 
recalled “how Pritt sat just as I was sitting” while he, Emmott, “gave Pritt the patterns that made 
his subsequent book famous”. Illingworth further says that: Jerry gave him (Illingworth) fifteen 
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patterns, “entirely from memory with the sizes of  hook and the sequence in which to use them 
as the season progresses”. Did Pritt similarly get the patterns orally from Emmott? If  he did, 
this would perhaps account for the various changes of  name and slight variations in dressing.

The Dressings from the Wharfdale Angler’s  List (Pisces’ version)
* The numbers in parentheses at the end of  each dressing give the equivalent fly in Pritt’s book.

February
1. The Small Black Hackle - Starling feather; magpie harl head and body; purple silk. (2).
2. The Winter Brown - Inside woodcock’s wing; peacock harl head; orange silk. (3).
3. The Dark Blo - From under the water-hen’s wing; water-rat’s down and body; yellow silk. (8).

March
1. The Moorgame - Black and orange feather from the breast of  red grouse; orange silk and 

peacock harl head. (7).
2. The Red Clock - Pheasant’s breast orange silk; peacock harl head. (16).
3. The Winged Blo - Wings from the quill of  a fieldfare; legs of  a grey plover; yellow silk; water-

rat’s down for body.  (6).
4. The Great Blo - Wings of  a light- coloured feather from fieldfare; legs grey plover; bright yellow 

silk for body.  (-).
5. The Hackle Deul Cruik - Wings outside of  woodcock’s wing; yellow and orange silk; brown of  

the fox’s ear for dubbing body. (13).
6. The Winged Deul Cruik - Wings of  the partridge’s tail, legged with tom-tit’s tail; orange and 

yellow silk twisted; yellow fur of  fox’s ear for dubbing. (11).

April
1. The Brown Watchet - From dark part of  partridge’s back; orange silk; peacock harl head. (31).
2. The Red Fly - Outside owl’s wing; orange silk; peacock harl head. (45). 
3. The Small Spanish Needle - From a starling betwixt the body and wing; peacock harl head. (23).
4. The Dark Watchet - Outside coot’s wing; purple and orange silk; water-rat down body. (18).
5. The Olive Blo - Green plover’s rump or top of  the tail; yellow silk. (26).
6. The Stone Midge - Green plover’s neck; lead coloured silk; magpie harl head; heron harl body. 

(40).
7. The Grey Midge - Woodcock breast; yellow silk; peacock harl head. (41).

May
1. The Green Tail - Inside woodcock’s wing; lead coloured silk; peacock harl head, hare’s face fur 

on the body, green silk at the end. (33).
2. The Sand Fly - Wings of  the silver pheasant; legs of  the green plover’s breast; lead coloured 

silk; magpie or heron harl head. (34). 
3. The Light Watchet - Wings of  the jay; legs of  the yellow hammer or golden plover; straw 

coloured silk. (24).
4. The Sandy Moorgame - Back of  red grouse; orange silk; peacock harl head. (43).
5. The Light Spanish Needle - From under the starling’s wing; orange silk; peacock harl head. (23).
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6. The Starling Blo - From under the wing; white silk; peacock harl head. (51).
7. The Knotted Midge - Wings of  the green plover from betwixt the wing and body; lead coloured 

silk; dark part of  fox’s ear fur for dubbing. (42).
8. The Stone Blo - From the jack snipe’s wing; legs from under the same; yellow silk. (46).

June
1. Cubdown - Wings, feather from a grey plover; legs from the same; water-rat down; orange silk. 

(54).
2. Large Musk Fly - Outside of  the owl’s wing; orange silk; peacock harl head. (5).
3. The Willow Fly - Outside of  jay’s wing; purple silk; body dark, off  fox’s ear; peacock head. (-).
4. The Green Sleeves - Young cuckoo’s rump; green silk; peacock harl head. (48).
5. The Fog Black - Wings of  the bullfinch’s wing: legs of  the starling; magpie harl head; puce 

coloured silk. (53).
6. The Small Ant Fly - Wren’s wing; orange silk; peacock harl head and body. (52).
7. The Large Ant Fly - Wings of  the piper; legs of  the wren’s tail; orange silk; peacock harl head 

and body. (58). 

The same flies may be used in July and August etc. but dressed with a feather of  a lighter hue 
as the season advances; hooks small.

Stonefly (Mayfly) and Creeper Fishing

Judging from Cadman and other accounts, live stonefly and live creeper fishing were at times 
very successful and popular methods. Today large stoneflies are rare in the main river at Kilnsey 
though they are still found in reasonable numbers in the tributary becks. Various sources show 
that they were still fairly common in the 1980s but, by then, use of  the live fly or its immature 
stage, the creeper, had long since died out. It seems that such use was particularly fashionable 
for a relatively short period at the very end of  the nineteenth century and that it persisted until 
the 1920s. The last reference to these methods in the club’s records is in 1924, which is recorded 
as a “poor creeper season” though they probably survived in numbers for a few more years. 

According to tradition,  live creeper and mayfly fishing, as stonefly fishing was called in Northern 
England, were widespread throughout the north from early times  but Cadman (1898, p.167) 
in a reconstructed conversation quotes Jerry Emmott, the keeper, saying that it was  introduced 
to the Wharfe before his time in the 1840s or 1850s by the Rev. William Thompson. Pritt, 
however, a few  years earlier, in his column in the Yorkshire Weekly Post on May 17th 1884 notes 
that: “Stonefly not much used in Wharfedale - perhaps some local may try it”, though a few 
years later both he and Cadman wrote enthusiastically about its use (Pritt, 1886; Cadman, 1898 
pp. 100-104). The success of  mayfly and creeper fishing depended very much on the season, 
as the population of  the large species of  stoneflies fluctuated considerably from year to year.  
Though creeper and stonefly fishing at times produced some spectacular baskets, the hatch was 
always a bit unreliable and the club minutes record several disappointing seasons even during 
the years when the use of  these baits was much in vogue.
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The period when the fly was ‘up’ in late May and early June was very short, lasting but a few 
days; though the trout fed avidly on the creeper for a fortnight or so before the main hatch of  
fly. At this time in the year there are usually good hatches of  small fly and, even if  the stonefly 
hatch failed, the fishing would have been good. Stonefly and creeper fishing were said to be best 
when the river was low and the day bright. In some years use of  these methods was spoilt by 
high waters in May and June.

The various available sources seem to indicate creeper and stonefly fishing were perhaps more 
written about than practised. Interestingly, in the catch return book, kept from 1884 to 1887, it 
is recorded in 1884 that Cadman tried it on May 26th and 27th and caught twelve on mayfly.  
Reffitt  fished “mayfly” with success on May 24th, 25th and 27th keeping 21 trout  but the hatch 
ended suddenly, as Pritt, fishing  on the 29th and 30th, noted “ Mayfly no use at all” though he 
caught twelve fish on small fly.

In May 1885 Cadman notes in the margin of  the return book: “Mayfly season very late. Mayflies 
scarce and weather not favourable for mayfly fishing”. Even after 9 pm the trout would not take 
the mayfly well. Later on during the four days from June 10th the mayfly came good and he 
caught 17 fish averaging almost half-a-pound each on mayfly. The usual size of  takeable fish at 
the time was 4 or 5 ounces as is illustrated  by the splendid basket caught by Reffitt on small fly 
in May 1898 (Fig. 9).

In 1886, another late and sparse season, Reffitt took eleven similarly-large fish on June 11th 
on mayfly but he was the only person to record any success. On June 10th he had good day 
fishing with artificial fly as well as the mayfly. In the four years the book was kept, no one other 
than Cadman, Pritt and Reffitt is recorded as trying mayfly or creeper. Cadman (1898 p.101) 

Fig. 9. The Secretary had a good day. J. W. Reffitt took this picture of  his. basket of  fifty-two fish in May 1898. Caught 
on artificial fly, they weighed eighteen and a quarter pounds, an average of  just over five and a half  ounces each. (Photograph 
courtesy of  Mr & Mrs Malcolm Campbell).
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describes the tackle used in the 1880s and 1890s and the limitations of  the method (pp. 103-4).  
Later (pp. 140-8) he describes his experience of  fishing with creeper and adult fly over these 
years in great detail and ponders the vicissitudes of  the two methods.  

As noted above, it is probably significant that the big stoneflies emerge at the time of  year 
when fishing at Kilnsey with small wet flies is at its best and the only possible advantage of  
fishing natural stoneflies is that the fish caught tend to be bigger. Given the extra burden of  
first catching your bait, and at times the trout’s preference for small fly, it is not surprising that 
interest in fishing the creeper and live stonefly faded as the population of  stonefly declined. 
Incidentally the catch return book was introduced in 1884 because it was believed that the 
fishing had deteriorated since the ‘palmy days’ fifteen to thirty years before.

Upstream Worming and Minnow Fishing

Upstream worming had a much longer season than the creeper and stonefly, was more reliable 
and was deemed a deadly art in the hands of  skilled members, but the use of  minnows seems 
to have been preferred by many. Some, like Alfred Lupton, fished little else (p.00). The interest 
was such that before 1874 the club set up a small tank of  some kind at the hatchery which 
was used to breed and rear minnows for sale to members and for release into the river. The 
trade in minnows and the substantial efforts to obtain them are testimony to their importance. 
For example, in 1876, the club hired gigs at the relatively high cost of  12/- and 12/6d to 
collect minnows from Gargrave and Conistone Cold. In 1881 Jerome Emmott was paid £2/4/- 
expenses (at the time Emmott was paid £1 a week) for a trip to Semerwater to get minnows. 
In 1882, obtaining minnows cost 13/-, 5/9d, and 12/-. At the AGM in 1883 it was resolved 
that a charge of  one shilling per score be made for minnows supplied as bait. It is an interesting 
reflection on relative values that Cadman (1898 p.154) a well-off  man, had bought just a score 
of  minnows for a day’s fishing. 

The various methods of  minnow fishing are well described by Druidale (pp.112-116 and 154-
157) and Pritt (pp. 42-46). The methods were standard for the time. Cadman (p.168) describes 
how a visiting angler from London using Ariel tackle had insisted that Emmott, the keeper, 
supplied him with minnows exactly an inch-and-a-quarter long! According to Pritt, who also 
recorded the incident in his newspaper column, the Londoner wanted 400 minnows so a man 
was despatched to Bingley to get them.

Minnow fishing in all its forms was prohibited in 1912 on the Kilnsey Estate waters and 
elsewhere below Watersmeet. This was in accordance with the lease granted by the Executors 
of  the will of  B. F. Roberts. It was not until 1969 that minnow fishing was finally banned 
throughout the club’s waters.
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Dry fly Fishing

It is unclear exactly why, but dry fly fishing was very slow to catch on at Kilnsey. The method 
was widely publicised by Halford’s early books during the late 1880s and the 1890s, and there 
was much written on the technique in The Field and The Fishing Gazette after Halford’s first book 
appeared (1886). Perhaps Cadman (1898), who had recently read Dewar’s (1897) The Book of  
the Dry Fly, presciently put his finger on it (p.6) when he predicted that: “wet fly will never, in the 
northern parts of  the kingdom, be extinguished by the dry fly. There is no doubt that the time 
will come when the dry fly is more practised in the north than it now, but so  long as men may 
fish with worm and minnow, the attractions of  the dry fly will not be great”. Cadman (1898) 
added a short, four-page chapter at the end of  his book comparing the wet and dry methods. Its 
tone seems a bit over-defensive of  northern wet-fly methods and it is possible that he had only 
limited experience of  fishing dry and had little opportunity to appraise the method adequately. 
He and other northern anglers perhaps never felt the need to change because their upstream 
techniques using small, lightly-dressed flies on a short line in the top of  the water are at their 
most effective when fished to rising fish and on such occasions are just as successful as dry fly.

In 1899, Reffitt, the club secretary came face-to-face with dry-fly practice when he went south 
to Hampshire as a guest on Major Turle’s water on the upper Test (p.48) to demonstrate the 
efficacy of  northern wet-fly techniques. Here he met Halford who was fishing the water on one 
of  the days and he must have seen the dry-fly master at work. Reffitt, an accomplished wet-fly 
man, may not have felt the need, or he may have been insufficiently stimulated, to use the dry 
fly on his return to Kilnsey. 

The only direct written references to the early use of  the dry fly by club members are in Pritt 
(1888, p.38), who may have used it further before he died in 1895, and in Illingworth (1936, 
p.32) who claims that for some years (probably starting well before the Great War judging from 
the context) he “fished both wet and dry in wet-fly rivers even though I was the one solitary 
angler to do so.”

Cormorants

In the first few decades of  the club’s history, it seems clear that a very tolerant approach was 
adopted as to method. For example, in 1849 the Strangers’ book records that on July 3rd and 
4th, fishing at the request of  the committee, F. H. Salvin Esq. and his tame cormorants caught 
33 lbs of  trout. Everywhere they went, Salvin’s cormorants made an impression and  they were  
the subject, over a hundred years later, of  a short article in the Dalesman (Wilson 1951). Tim 
Wilson, who also wrote under the name Broughton Point, describes an event similar to this as 
follows:
“Many years ago ……….the higher Aire and its tributaries were the scene of  an extraordinary 
demonstration of  cormorant fishing. A sportsman named Salvin was invited to bring his three 
black birds over to Eshton Hall by Sir Mathew Wilson. Before being liberated each bird had a 
big rubber ring placed around its neck to prevent it swallowing the fish it caught………. Many 
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big trout up to four pounds in weight were taken from the Eshton and Flasby Becks and other 
good fish met their end in Broughton Beck and the Airton reaches of  the parent stream. Quite 
a number of  the riparian owners were keen to see the birds in action but once their curiosity 
had been satisfied no second invitation was forthcoming”.

It is clear, however, that Salvin was regarded as a sportsman and that his method was seen as 
sporting. He was a welcome visitor on local rivers including the Wharfe in successive seasons 
and seems to have been a regular visitor. In his diary for June 12 1850, J. R. Tennant notes: 
“Owing to the flood Salvin could not catch anything with his cormorants at Broughton”. On 
the next day Tennant drove to Kilnsey with a friend and fished for a couple of  hours before 
dinner. They spent the night at the Tennant Arms, where Salvin was staying with his birds, 
before going on next day to fish again at Broughton. The three dined together and Tennant 
notes that they enjoyed a pleasant evening. 

Salvin also practised falconry and was joint author of  two classic books on the subject. He is 
recorded as taking peregrine falcon chicks from the scar above Arncliffe on one of  his several 
visits to the dale (Boyd, 1893).

Gentlemen and Keepers

In the early years the Visitors’ Book has various entries where a gentleman has booked in his 
keeper or a club keeper, presumably to fish for the pot. In 1847, for example, Frank Horseman, 
Mathew Wilson’s keeper at Eshton, fished on June the 17th while William Heselton the club’s 
own keeper, fished on behalf  of  Mr J.H. Mitchell. Wilson’s keeper was signed in again on the 
21st and 23 rd of  June. Horseman also tied flies and J. R. Tennant records in his diary in 1849 
that he paid Horseman six shillings ‘for his flies and breaking a dog’. Tennant used to take 
Horseman with him fishing when he stayed at Eshton. Years later, in 1859 and as late as 1880, 
Sylvester Lister fished at Kilnsey several times. A founder member of  the Burnsall club he is 
famous for his list of  fly patterns for the Wharfe. Lister farmed at Barden Tower and acted 
as river keeper for the Devonshire Estate. He was a renowned angler and as a keeper he was 
from time to time commissioned to catch fish for house parties at the Estate Lodge. Was he also 
fishing for a patron when he came to Kilnsey?  It seems unlikely that he would have paid the five 
shillings for his day ticket which, in 1859, would have cost a third or more of  his week’s income. 
The practice of  retainers or others fishing for the pot may have persisted into the 1890s, as in 
1900 the AGM passed a new rule that: “no professional or semi-professional anglers will be 
allowed to fish with members’ or club tickets”.

Irregular Methods

As noted above, the club In the early days seems to have taken a fairly laissez faire approach as to 
fishing methods but  in 1867 it was resolved:
“That no groping [tickling] be allowed in the river by keepers or members, the penalty for 
each offence shall not exceed £5”. Had there been a degree of  collusion between keeper and 
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member? The visitors’ book has some graffiti including, on the inside of  the rear endpaper, a 
crude pencil sketch of  a man under which is written “The Irishman who frequently washes his 
hands when the water is low. Not groping. Oh dear no.” The only known Irish member of  the 
club about that time was John Lewis, a very prosperous carpet manufacturer from Halifax!

Greater tolerance was shown by the committee in 1877 when a minute reads: “Mr Wilkinson’s 
letter dated March 27th was read and the Secretary was requested to reply that it was not 
desirable to do away with netting entirely and that it was not advisable to re-open an enquiry 
about his complaint about the keeper Jerome Emmott”. This possibly indicates that Jerry 
Emmott had been netting in collusion with a prominent member so the committee did not 
want any fuss. 
 
The club over the years has also been very tolerant of  some locals. A good example, told to me 
by the lady’s son, occurred as late as 1947 when Mrs Spencer, a farmer’s wife in Hawkswick, 
had some visitors call so she went down to tickle a few fish for tea. Putting her hand under a 
large boulder she felt the tail of  a very large fish. Realising she had no chance alone, she went to 
her family for help. With a hand at each end and using her headscarf  (fashionable at the time) 
they managed to throw the five pound fish onto the bank and she despatched it with a large 
boulder. Jerry Ingleby, the keeper, who knew of  the incident, was all for having the fish set up 
but the weather at the time was too hot. There were no freezers in 1947.



Chapter V: The Hatchery

The hatchery has for many years played an important role in the life of  the club. It has enabled 
the club to maintain a well-stocked river, provided employment and in most seasons has had a 
surplus of  fish for sale, thereby boosting club funds. It has a long and interesting history told in 
some detail below.

Tradition has it that our hatchery is on the site of  fish ponds founded by the Cistercian monks of  
Fountains Abbey. Though there is evidence that the monks made use of  the constant supply of  
water from the springs at Kilnsey to power a corn mill and a fulling mill, there is no known direct 
evidence that they farmed fish on or near the site. Fish was central to the diet of  the Cistercians 
and their lay fellows, especially during Lent and Advent and they were skilled pisciculturists 
with extensive fish farms at Fountains and Byland Abbeys. It thus seems likely that they had 
ponds or stews to serve their Kilnsey community. Perhaps a dam or dams to serve the mills had 
a dual use as fish ponds. Little is known in detail of  the site, since mediaeval documents relating 
to Kilnsey await study and the archaeology of  the hatchery and much of  the adjacent ground 
remains to be explored. The earliest large scale Ordnance Survey map, however, shows a group 
of  very small ponds in the south east corner of  the site which are labelled as fish ponds, and 
there is a larger, drained, depression in the adjacent Town Land It is clear also from the names 
of  the fields around the site on the tithe map for 1844 and from the early Ordnance Survey 
Map that there has been much activity nearby since the dissolution of  the monasteries (Sonia 
Wilkinson priv.com.). On the tithe map the hatchery grounds themselves are called Smelt Mill 
Hill, and on the adjacent common land known as Town Piece the locations of  the old corn mill 
with its water wheel and a drying kiln are clearly marked. The house known as The Hatchery 
next to our ponds was probably the site of  the mediaeval fulling mill. By the early 1700s the 
Tennant family, who as well as owning the Manor of  Kilnsey, jointly owned the mineral rights 
at Hawkswick with the Earl of  Burlington, had built a small lead mill on the site. Certainly there 
was a smelt mill there in 1729 (Gill, 1994). At first the mill crushed and smelted ores from the 
mines at Arncliffe and Hawkswick but it later took the output from veins discovered on Kilnsey 
Moor. And in 1754, after a rich strike on Grassington Moor, Robert Waterhouse & Co were 
smelting ore at Kilnsey. Production fluctuated but was always small, amounting to 20-40 fothers 
each year (a fother was a cartload, usually 19.5 cwt for lead). 

Both the corn and lead mills were powered by water that was fed along the leat running sub-
parallel to the contour from a spring that still today supplies the club’s fish ponds and some of  
the houses in the village. At the lead mill the water was used to turn a small wheel that pumped 
the bellows for a furnace and may also have powered ‘stamps’ to dress the ore. The Kilnsey 
site, though some distance from the mines, had the advantage over most other local mills of  a 
constant spring-fed flow, since mills on the moors could be stopped by drought or frost. 

The relatively recent structures of  our fish ponds mask the exact locality of  any early mill pond. 
It is not clear from the club records what exactly was on the site when the club took it over. 
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Small smelters like Kilnsey, fired by peat and wood and for a time by poor quality local coal 
from Fountains Fell, went into decline when large more efficient cupola furnaces, fired by good 
quality coal from the Burnley coalfield, came into use after 1827. It is thought that the lead mill 
closed finally some time between 1850 and 1860 (Dickinson, 1972), thus probably freeing the 
site for club use. 

The first brown trout hatchery in Britain was set up at Hammersmith in 1841 but fertilisation of  
ova and management of  fry was a bit hit and miss until the techniques were perfected in France 
in the 1850s. It was not until the late 1850s that progress was made in the U. K. and it is possible 
that the club played a small part in this development. 

The first reference in the club records to the Hatchery or the Spinney (as is at times called) is 
in 1874 at the beginning of  the earliest surviving minute book. In 1874 it seems that hatching 
boxes had been in use for some time as a sum was paid for wood and nails for their repair. It is 
unclear, however, exactly when the club started hatching fish as early records are incomplete.   
It seems likely, however, that the hatchery was established relatively early, possibly at much 
the same time as the introduction of  fish rearing at Otley in the 1860s by R. M. Pratt (Magee 
1994, p.87, p.150) and approximately at the time the lead mill closed. Pratt is known to have 
had an early connection with the Kilnsey Angling Club as he was booked in as a visitor in the 
1850s. This suggests that Pratt could have had some role in the development of  the hatchery 
at Kilnsey. The club at some stage, however, had a visit from Frank Buckland (p.71) who, in the 
1860s, became a nationally-known and popular pioneer of  fish rearing. We know this because 
Illingworth notes so in both of  his “Reminiscences” (1932, 1936).  In his 1936 book (p.30), he 
writes that Emmott “remembered attending Frank Buckland when laying out the club hatchery. 
So long before, that I, now a committee man, had recently superintended the renewal of  the 
constructional oak timbers”. Illingworth’s involvement in hatchery replacement was presumably 
in 1908-9 (see below) when the then main pond was refurbished.

Buckland (Burgess, 1967) served in London and Windsor as a surgeon in the Life Guards from 
1854 to 1862. His duties in general were not onerous and he spent some of  his time writing 
books on natural history and popular articles for magazines such as The Field. At the Field he 
came in contact with Francis Francis, its angling editor, and they, with others, set up a hatchery 
in 1861 for the Thames Angling Preservation Society. By January 1863 Buckland had set up 
fish hatching apparatus in the window of  the Field offices in The Strand and later that year 
gave popular and influential lectures on fish rearing to the Zoological Society of  London and 
the Royal Institution which were published as a book (Buckland, 1863). As a result he became 
acknowledged in society as the expert on fish hatching and was greatly in demand as a writer 
and lecturer. When exactly did he visit Kilnsey? Who invited him? Was it a London or a local 
connection? It could have been the latter as the best man at Buckland’s wedding was the vicar 
of  Long Preston and we know that some of  the salmon eggs for his experiments were obtained 
from Clitheroe.
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In his book Buckland describes the construction of  hatching boxes six feet long, 12 inches wide 
and eight inches deep and how if  there is sufficient gradient, they could be arranged one above 
the other (Fig.10) to use a single stream of  water. The steeply sloping site at our hatchery is ideal 
for this purpose, being fed by a constant spring that flows at a steady, optimum temperature of  
8 degrees Celsius. 

Though there are three large ponds today, in 1874 there was only one in service of  sufficient 
size to grow fish on, so the main effort was in the hatching of  fry for early release. At first, it 
seems that the fry were grown for a short spell until they were thought to be large enough 
to have a good chance of  survival on release into the river. For many years, because of  the 
limited facilities, the maximum time fish could be held at the hatchery was a year. In the early 
years, long before specially-prepared foods were available, feeding the tiniest ‘feeding fry’ 
was particularly hazardous. In his book, Buckland (1853) recommends frogs flesh, dried and 
powdered, or boiled horse liver. At Kilnsey the fry were fed on the latter. As the fish grew, the 
liver was not boiled but was ground and fed raw to the larger fish. 

As well as raising trout the site was used for holding, and possibly rearing, minnows for use as 
bait. It seems that for some years a small pond on the site was used for this purpose. 

When circumstances allowed, eggs were taken from native spawning trout netted in the side 
streams, most often from White Beck under the Crag (Fig. 11).  Often, however, when there was 
a lot of  water at spawning time, few fish were caught so insufficient native ova were available. 
Indeed, in some years, no local eggs could be taken. The first record of  ova being brought in 
from elsewhere was in 1881 when ova were taken from the club’s own waters at Grimwith. 

Fig. 10. A series of  hatching boxes of  the type used at Kilnsey. Thomas Moore, the keeper at Burnsall from 1895 to 1936 
is tending his boxes. KAC used a similar sequence on the steeply-sloping hatchery site for many years. Moore was considered 
a local expert so he was consulted in the 1920s about the design of  the new ponds at Kilnsey. (Photograph courtesy of  Mr 
& Mrs Malcolm Campbell).
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There may have been a crisis about this time because Pritt, writing in the Yorkshire Weekly Post in 
May 1884, noted “there has been no hatching done at Kilnsey for some seasons past, though 
it is probable that a commencement will be made again next season”. In fact, in autumn that 
year there was a visit from a consultant, a Mr Ford, from whom a new feeding trough, other 
apparatus, and 800 ova were bought. These, together with Ford’s fee, cost the princely sum of  
£15 4s 6d with an additional 19/6d for “Conveyance of  Mr Ford from and to Skipton”. In 
April 1885, in a report on the club’s AGM in his newspaper column, Pritt further notes that 
“besides turning in many thousands of  fry the experiment is to be tried of  rearing yearlings in 
the club’s own ponds”. This seems to imply that growing the fry as far as the yearling stage was 
new to the club; Pritt was, however, a relatively new member and was possibly not conversant 
with previous activity on the hatchery site.

Certainly, from 1885 onwards, large numbers of  fry and yearlings were stocked annually. 
This remained the practice until a second large pond was completed in 1927, thus facilitating 
the rearing of  two-year-old fish. In 1886 the club bought in yearlings for the first time (from 
Howietown, Stirling) but in 1887 it was resolved to spawn as many of  the club’s own fish as 
possible. In 1888 they bought fry rather than ova from outside, whilst hatching their own eggs. 
Over subsequent years a routine of  using mixed sources of  ova, fry and yearlings developed. 
This was partly encouraged by a then fashionable belief  in the benefits of  cross-breeding and, 
in the 1890s, belief  in the superiority of  Loch Leven stock. In subsequent decades, stock came 
from a wide range of  sources including Welham Park, the Solway Fishery, the Tyne and Eden 
Fishery, the Surrey Trout Farm, the Burnsall Club and the Yorkshire Fisheries Board. On one 
occasion the Fisheries Board supplied ova from Blagdon Reservoir.   

Feeding the fish in the early days was always a bit of  a problem. Ground horse liver was 
the preferred diet, the keepers preparing the food on the site. The newly-hatched fry were 
particularly difficult to feed. The liver had to be ground particularly fine and was boiled first. 
Trenches dug during renovations at the hatchery in 1981 unearthed numerous worn-out discs 
from ‘Spong’ mincers and several mincer hoppers and handles. Liver was not always readily 
available even in peacetime and during the second world war, as in the Great War, feeding was a 
major difficulty. In 1953 the secretary reported to the committee that the two-year-old fish were 
“undoubtedly the best ever…probably due to the fact that for the first time since 1940 we have 
been able to feed the fish on liver”. 

Fig. 11. Under the Crag. Trout on the redds 
in White Beck at the end of  November 
1988.  The last Sunday in November is 
the traditional  spawning date and under 
the Crag was the usual source of  eggs for 
the hatchery. (Photograph courtesy of  Peter 
Fattorini).
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Several times over the years the club looked for opportunities to further improve the facilities 
at the hatchery. For example, Emmott was asked in 1889 to go to Horton-in-Ribblesdale to 
inspect the breeding boxes and other arrangements there. Development, however, was always 
hampered because the club did not own the site. At a committee meeting in October 1908 Mr 
J. C. Marshall reported on a visit to the Burnsall club to see its “improved accommodation for 
trout rearing …………..but no resolution was made”.

Shortly after, in November 1908, the committee resolved to obtain leave from Mr Harrison, 
the estate steward, to enlarge the ponds at the hatchery. The work may have been started 
shortly afterwards but, if  so, progress must have been slow because the committee decided that 
a bonus of  between £I and £2 should  be offered to the workmen if  the work was completed 
by early spring ready for a late delivery of  ova from Howietown. It seems that this work, even if  
it was started, was not complete by the first of  February 1909 because the committee cancelled 
the order for the eyed ova on that date. Three weeks later Messrs Dewhurst and Marshall 
inspected the new pond and the work was reported “to be well advanced and thoroughly well 
done (and)…in all probability ready for fry this season”. The total cost of  the work was £45. 
The committee was pleased with the project and resolved: “that the sum of  one guinea be 
given to Moore, the Burnsall river keeper, for the assistance he had rendered to the Kilnsey 
Angling Club in advising about the rearing pond”, (a guinea was more than the keeper’s weekly 
wages). On completion of  the improvements Fred Reynard, the under keeper, came into his 
own. Reynard, a farmer’s son from Burnsall, had had experience of  fish-rearing at the Burnsall 
club and had been appointed specifically, amongst other duties, to run the hatchery; a job that 
he did very successfully for many years.

In November 1909 the Secretary reported on a conversation that he had had with Mr Harrison, 
the Kilnsey Estate steward, who had asked “ why the club does  not buy the spinney?” After 
discussion the secretary was instructed to feel the pulse of  Mr Harrison further and if  possible 
get a price named. This came to naught as some months later the estate declined to sell.  In May 
1911, however, when it was clear that the whole estate was coming up for auction,  the club was 
keen to secure the hatchery and it was decided that members of  the committee should attend 
the auction “to bid up to £200 for Lot No 7 and if  necessary a little more at their discretion”. 
Lot 7 included “the houses and spinney where the club hatchery and ponds are situated”. The 
club were unsuccessful in their bid as the estate as a whole was sold to Mr B. F. Roberts in June 
1911. It seems, though, that some of  the spinney was not included in the main sale as the club 
paid 5/- rent to a Mr Hill for a small area for a rearing pond there in 1912. In spite of  this 
arrangement, Hill was harvesting and selling watercress from the site.   

All thoughts of  extension to the hatchery were suspended during the 1914-18 War during which 
fish food was in short supply. Circumstances were so difficult by 1918 that fish were dying and so 
the surviving stock was turned into the river to fend for themselves and rearing was abandoned 
for a season. In 1919 ten thousand ova were bought from Howietown and the Burnsall club 
gave “a handsome and useful present” of  2500 fry to restart the pond. By 1921 the hatchery 
was working well and 1800 yearlings were sold to the Yorkshire Fisheries Board. At the AGM in 
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1922 a member noticed the “useful sums” in the annual accounts and the meeting resolved that 
“the Committee be requested to explore the advantages of  expanding our pond and developing 
the sale of  trout”. Club finances at the time were under some strain from general inflation and 
increased keepers’ wages. In spite of  the pressure, the committee was not keen to rear fish for 
sale and in December 1923, a committee of  three, with Frederic Aykroyd in the chair, resolved 
that all the yearlings raised that year should go into the river.

The subject of  the second pond came up again at the AGM in 1923; this time the meeting 
concluded that “while it was  thought very desirable to make a second pond it was felt at present 
the cost would be very heavy”. Again it was left to the committee to discuss the matter further. 
At the 1924 AGM the committee reported that it had decided not to proceed with a second 
pond because of  cost. There was much discussion and determined pressure from the members, 
after which it was agreed that the secretary should try for a lease on the spinney. If  this was 
successful the pond should be built. Shortly after, the secretary wrote to Mr Kidd, the new agent 
for the Kilnsey Estate, asking for a lease of  say twenty years. 

In a committee meeting in February 1925, “the question of  making a second pond was freely 
discussed” The secretary had “seen Sir Ellis Denby and his brother who were willing for the 
club to construct another pond in the Spinney but only on condition that the whole of  the trout 
reared in both ponds should be turned into the Club’s waters”. As the idea was to raise more 
trout and sell a proportion to augment the Club’s income it was considered that Messrs Denbys’ 
offer could not be entertained. The Secretary was instructed to look for another site, possibly 
at Kettlewell. The influence of  the Denby family continued, mainly through F. A. Aykroyd the 
committee chairman. The minutes of  a committee meeting, held a fortnight before the AGM 
in February 1926, record simply that they had a long discussion about the second pond but it 
was not mentioned in the minutes of  the AGM. It seems, however, that there was a change in 
mood as, a few weeks later, three members of  the committee, together with Mr Moore, the 
Burnsall Club’s water bailiff, and the two KAC keepers “inspected the ground where it was 
proposed to make a second pond…..Moore pointed out the best site, one which would involve 
a minimum of  work and not interfere with the existing pond.” It was decided there and then to 
proceed at once. Relatively little work was required as the cost was only £81/12/8d. The pond 
was “thoroughly satisfactory”, enabling two-year-old fish, “some of  them measuring nearly 
nine inches” to be released into the river the next season. Though relatively small by modern 
standards, these fish were of  a good size compared with those from commercial suppliers like 
Howietown who only guaranteed their two-year-olds to be six inches or over. Satisfaction was 
such that in 1928 at the AGM it was resolved “to build a third pond on the same lines only of  
larger dimensions”. To this end the subsequent committee meeting instructed the secretary 
to arrange an interview with Moore at Kilnsey and tell Mr Kidd of  the club’s intentions. The 
mood had indeed changed. The third pond was completed in late 1930 or early 1931 at a cost 
of  £244/17/6d. At the AGM in February 1931 it was resolved that Fred Reynard should be 
“given £5 for his good service in connection with the tanks”.
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The ponds did good service for many years though the protective wooden framework and 
netting covering the ponds needed repair and replacement from time to time. In 1954 more 
serious repairs were needed when the top pond sprang a leak. The small fish in the pond 
died, though larger ones in the other tank survived. Both the loss of  fish and the damage were 
attributed to blasting at the quarry. Part of  the south end wall of  the pond was taken down and 
rebuilt…. “A costly job but very successful”. 

Grimwith Reservoir

On first looking at the club records it was a surprise to find that KAC had held the rights to 
the fishing at Grimwith Reservoir for several years. No rent appears to have been paid for 
this privilege which was most likely granted by Sir Mathew Wilson, a founder member who 
was “co-lord” of  the manor of  Hartlington and a substantial land owner in the parish. In his 
diary for June 1854, his cousin John R. Tennant mentions a proposal to build the reservoir as 
a source of  compensation water for Wharfe mill owners and Mathew Wilson lent a substantial 
sum to Bradford waterworks to get the scheme off  the ground in 1857. In 1858 there was a 
severe water crisis in Bradford that necessitated action. Presumably Sir Mathew had retained 
the fishing rights when Grimwith was dammed by Bradford Corporation in 1864 and it seems 
probable that KAC had the privilege of  fishing from the start. Certainly, in 1875, the club was 
paying two local farmers (Christopher Hawley of  Moorside and Aaron Dagget of  Rams Close) 
small sums to watch the fishing. In 1875, for example, Hawley was paid £1/15/- for protective 
clothes. Later, in 1878, Dagget was paid £2 and a further £1 in 1881. Such monies seem not 
to have been paid regularly. 

At the Annual General Meeting in 1882, Mr C. Barran, a member, had proposed by letter 
that the club bought a Berthon boat for use at Grimwith. It, however, was noted that two 
such boats had been provided the previous summer, both of  which had been damaged beyond 
repair and become utterly useless in a very short time. It was resolved that further particulars 
regarding these boats, especially with regard to their durability, be obtained before incurring an 
expense estimated at £18. The boats, collapsible affairs, made in several sizes by the Berthon 
Boat Company of  50 Holborn Viaduct, London, had been recommended by the Marquis of  
Exeter and had been featured at the Fisheries Exhibition. They were later recommended by 
Cholmondeley-Pennell (1885 p.117). In spite of  such endorsements it seems that they were not 
robust enough for use at Grimwith.

Interest in Grimwith appears to have declined as there is little else on record until 1887 when 
Joseph Henderson took over as club secretary. The committee then recommended that the 
fishing at Grimwith be given up. Perhaps it is significant that this was shortly after Sir Mathew 
Wilson had finished as Member of  Parliament for the Skipton Division, had left the club, and 
had gone to live in Brighton with his younger second wife, an army widow.





Chapter VI: Mainly the Twentieth Century

At a committee meeting on September 6th 1902 the following was minuted - “The business 
was mainly the consideration of  the situation at Kilnsey in connection with the Tennant Arms 
Inn being advertised to let and some information from Mr Fawcett, of  our club, to the effect 
that probably the Tennant estate would be offered by auction in the spring of  1903”. This was 
clearly considered  a crisis as J. A. Godwin, acting as club chairman, volunteered to meet the 
estate’s agent (T. J. Harrison of  Bramleys of  Basingstoke) in London to find out the agent’s 
intentions and judge “how best to conserve the general interests of  the club in relation to this 
part of  the fishing”. It seems, however, that for some reason the estate did not go on the market 
immediately and T. J. Harrison became resident steward for the mortgagees of  the estate. He 
lived for some years at Chapel Lodge and was elected honorary member for the season in 
1906 and remained so for several years. The period from 1902 to 1911 was clearly one of  
considerable uncertainty for the club. 

The Roberts and Denby Families and the Club

The estate was eventually bought by Mr Bertram F. Roberts, the son of  Sir James Roberts, in 
June 1911 and the club was much relieved. They believed that they had “found a friend who 
would be in sympathy with their sport and make an ideal landlord”. Unfortunately Mr Roberts 
died shortly afterwards. After some uncertainty the club was very pleased to announce later in 
the year that his executors had “agreed to continue the fishing tenancy of  the Kilnsey Angling 
Club” and Bertram’s father, Sir James, was appointed President of  the club in March 1912. The 
tenancy came with the specific proviso that “no minnow fishing shall be allowed on the estate 
waters”. This restriction led to the downfall of  one of  the club’s most prominent members 
(p.60). Sir Ellis Denby, who was B. F. Roberts’s father-in-law, had long been a club member 
(he joined in 1891) and it was probably this connection that drew the latter’s attention to the 
Tennant Estate. As can be seen from the account above of  developments at the hatchery (p.31), 
Sir Ellis, a keen angler, was to play a key role in the affairs of  the club. He lived at Chapel House 
from 1920 to 1940 and was president of  the club from 1936 to 1940 when he died. His brother 
William Arthur Denby, who was less active in club affairs, joined in 1889 and was a member 
for fifty years. Bertram Roberts’s son, W. Denby Roberts, who inherited the estate, was another 
keen angler and president of  the club from 1955 to 1966. His son Anthony is club president 
today. 

The Holdsworth Family and the Club

In 1876, Clement was the first Holdsworth to join the club. At the time he was in partnership in 
the family firm with his uncle William and his brother. Walter. William was a friend and business 
associate of  Edward Ackroyd who most probably introduced Clement to KAC. 
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Fig. 12. George Bertram Holdsworth outside Netherside Hall in the early 1920s. Both his sons pictured were killed in the 
1939-45 war.  Holdsworth was a member from 1920 to 1942. His family were riparian owners of  some of  club’s waters 
for over fifty years. (Courtesy of  David Holdsworth).
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In 1900 Clement bought the Scargill Estate with its fishing, which remained in his family until 
1958. In effect, for almost all of  the 57 years, he, his son George and in turn his grandson (also 
William) let the club fish its waters rent free. From time to time the arrangements varied: in some 
years the rent was offset against subscriptions, for periods there was no such adjustment. The 
Holdsworths’ beneficence was much appreciated by the club as it tempered the rents charged 
by other riparian owners.

On  Clement’s  death his son, George Bertram, inherited the business and moved in 1921 to 
Netherside Hall where he lived for three years before moving to Catterall Hall, Giggleswick. 
He lived in extravagant style.  After George’s death in 1942 his son William Holdsworth lived at 
Scargill for a time but in 1957 Scargill was sold and William decided to live on the family’s Irish 
estate at Bellinter Park, Navan, Co. Meath. His departure to Ireland and the sale of  the estate 
initiated a minor crisis for the club. 

The Henderson Family and the Club

No relation to Joseph Henderson (p.75), John Henderson lived in Carleton and was the principal 
of  the Colonial Combing Company in Keighley. He was mayor of  Keighley in 1935. He lived 
later at Kettlewell where he is buried. On joining the club in 1918 he already owned a stretch 
of  water near Kettlewell and subsequently, in 1955, his son W. Becket Henderson acquired the 
fishing rights that went with the Scargill Estate from the Holdsworth family, thus becoming the 
club’s second largest riparian owner and a benefactor. John’s family were, for many years, key 
and active members of  the club. His daughter Jessie (later Mrs Coulthurst) and his daughter-in-
law, Mrs W. B. Henderson, became the first lady members in 1941, thus reviving the Coulthurst 
family’s connection with the club (J. Nicholas Coulthurst was a founder member).

The Slate

The morning issue of  beats is a frequent topic in the club minutes over the years. Though we 
think of  the slate as a well-established feature of  club life, it may not have as long a history as 
tradition encourages us to believe. It is first mentioned in the records in 1926 and the members’ 
attention is drawn to it again in 1933 and in 1934 when the issue of  beats seems to have caused 
particular problems as is witnessed by a slip of  paper attached to the report for the season 1934. 
The heading of  the slip, “Special Request”, is printed in red and reads as follows: “Members are 
specially requested to call at Headquarters of  the Club (Tennant’s Arms Hotel) and record their 
Beats on every occasion. The Committee regret to say that inattention to this special request 
has led to unnecessary friction on a few occasions on the River. Wide and generous provision is 
available for every Member in this Club. If  this simple rule is rigidly adhered to, harmony and 
concord will be the order of  the day.”
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Secretaries

Because the early records are incomplete it is uncertain how club business was done in the 
early days. Administration was limited, there was no telephone and there were few committee 
meetings because of  the difficulties of  travelling. The AGMs were often attended by as few 
as three or four people. We do not know who actually collected the first subscriptions or who 
wrote the first minutes. It seems likely that the first secretary was Thomas Garforth, a founder 
member who lived at Emsley House, Kildwick where he was a neighbour of  J. R. Tennant at 
Kildwick Hall. Garforth was a member of  a well-known Steeton family and is described as a 
landowner and farmer in the 1851 census. His family had the fishing on the Aire at Bellbusk 
and on the lake at Coniston Cold. He was a good friend of  J. R. Tennant who records in his 
diary in June 1847 how he and his brother Robert had ‘most capital spate fishing’ on the Aire 
at Coniston catching a 3lb trout with minnow. It is established that Garforth was club secretary 
for a time as he is specifically mentioned as such in the Visitors’ Book in October 1849 and 
amongst other duties he sent out the circular for the AGM in 1850. He probably served as 
secretary until his early death in 1853. There is no indication in the club records that anyone 
took over formally from him after he died, but Charles Harding is noted as club secretary in 
1861 in an early guide on where to fish, written by the famous Francis Francis and published 
by The Field. It is not known who else may have been secretary between 1853 and 1874 but it 
seems that William Bury may have taken on the duties of  secretary as well as those of  treasurer 
for some years. 

On the first page of  the earliest surviving minute book Charles Hastings is listed in the minutes 
of  the 1874 AGM as secretary. There were only two other members present at the meeting and 
it was noted the Reverend Bury was ill. It is possible that Hastings had acted as secretary for 
some years previously (he joined in 1856), perhaps taking over directly from Charles Harding. 
On the other hand, in the absence of  others, he may have been landed with the job of  secretary 
at this AGM. Whatever the circumstances of  his appointment, he served the club well until the 
AGM in 1881 when he resigned from the office and withdrew from the club. Like Garforth, 
Hastings was a neighbour of  J. R. Tennant at Kildwick. In 1881 he was the owner of  a small 
worsted-spinning business employing forty-five people.

Henry Gleadhall also resigned as treasurer in 1881 and Col. R. A. Nowell (p.79) now retired 
from the army in India and living at Netherside Hall, took up both jobs.

Captain Henderson (p.75) had only been a member just over a year when he became secretary 
and treasurer in 1887 replacing Col. Nowell who had moved to London that year. On entry 
to the club Henderson had been sponsored by Nowell so perhaps the succession had been 
planned. Henderson‘s term of  office went well for the first few years but by 1892 he had put in 
his resignation because he had moved to Cheltenham and clearly had other things to do, The 
club seemed reluctant to replace him. In 1892 the club approached the Reverend T. W. Nowell 
who had recently retired to Linton but he declined the office. In January 1893 Henderson was 
elected as an honorary member in recognition of  his past services and it is noted that: “he is 
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continuing the duties of  secretary and treasurer” In 1896 Henderson moved to Belgium. The 
minutes of  the meetings from 1898 to 1903 are untidy and it is perhaps significant that no 
accounts for these years have survived.  It seems that J. W. Reffitt filled in as assistant secretary 
for a spell but there is no record of  his formal appointment to this role. He was elected to full 
office in 1905. In effect Reffitt acted as secretary in awkward circumstances for the thirteen years 
from 1897 to 1908. After his retirement in May 1909, at a ceremony at the Hotel Metropole in 
Leeds, he was presented with a rose bowl, candlesticks and a cream jug paid for by subscription 
by the club members. The fulsome appreciation expressed on this occasion perhaps reflects in 
part Reffitt’s key role at a difficult time in club affairs as well as his obvious popularity.   Reffitt 
was a member of  the Flyfishers’ Club in London and  famously took part in a much described 
comparison of  wet- and dry-fly methods on the Test in 1899 (Skues. 1936, Halford, 1903) (see 
p.49 below). 

Reffitt was succeeded by H. E. Dewhirst in 1908. Dewhirst was a stuff  merchant, worsted 
spinner and manufacturer based in Bradford, though like many he lived in Harrogate in later 
life. On Dewhirst’s death in 1927, John Henderson (p.41 & p.76) agreed to take over as secretary 
for two years. In the event he served for over eighteen years until just before his death early in 
1947. 

List of  Club Secretaries: 
T. Garforth 1849 - 53?
C. Harding 1861
C. Hastings 1874 - 1881
R. A. Nowell 1881 - 6 
Joseph Henderson 1886 - 96 
J .W. Reffitt 1897 - 1907
H. E. Dewhirst 1908 -  26 
John Henderson 1927 - 45 
J. G. Bond 1946 - 54
J. G. Bond and G. S. Charlesworth 1955 - 63
J. G. Bond and J. E. Slater 1964 - 65 
J. E. Slater and D. E. Riddiough 1966 
D. E. Riddiough 1967 - 75
J.  Croft 1975 - 82
J. S. Nesbitt 1982 - 93
E. N. Wood 1993 -

Rents and subscriptions 

At first, the club was in a sense a co-operative of  riparian owners and other members, all of  
whom paid the same subscription. The earliest record in the club’s books of  the amount paid is 
in the accounts for 1874  (Fig.13) when it was four guineas. It is known, however, that that the 
initial levy was less than two pounds ten shillings because J. R. Tennant, perhaps a little sourly, 
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noted in his diary in February 1847 that the subscription to the club that year was increased to 
that sum.   

Initially the owners charged no rent as they recognised a clear benefit from the services of  the 
keepers. Over the years the club strove to protect the river as a whole so it began to pay rents to 
secure control of  small stretches of  water in other ownerships. In 1874, the first year for which 
the annual accounts survive, the club paid only £3/10/- in fishing rents to a Mr Batty. As late 
as 1881 they paid a total of  only £13 to four individuals [Messrs Bairstow £5; Smith £2/10/-; 
Batty £3/10/- and the Reverend Haslewood, £2 (for the Kettlewell glebe)], the bulk of  the 
fishing still being rent-free. By 1883 things had begun to change, particularly in relation to the 
Tennant Estate. At the AGM it was resolved that the Secretary be authorized “ to conclude an 
agreement with the Agent of  the Tennants Kilnsey Estates on the terms of  paying an annual 
rent of  £20 with one free ticket for the Agent and one for the tenant of  Chapel House, the latter 
ticket may be lent by him (or her) to any gentleman staying at the house as a guest”. By 1886 
the subscription was four and a half  guineas and the club paid £42/5/6d to nine individuals. 
Eleven years later in 1897 there were twenty landlords and the total rents had risen to £55/15/- 
and in 1921 the total was £97/7/- which was paid to twenty-five people. Thirty guineas of  this 
went to the Kilnsey Estate. In 1925 the subscription went up from ten to eleven pounds at which 
sum it stayed until after World War 2. In 1930 the annual fishing rents totalled £111/12/-, this 
sum also remaining relatively stable until after the war.

Social Evenings 

At various times from the 1870s onwards social evenings were held at the Tennant Arms for 
members, local farmers and riparian owners. Pritt was an early advocate of  these. At a very 
successful supper in October 1907 for the tenant farmers, “music and song were volunteered 
by the Dale’s Farmers, supplemented by Patti, Caruso and Harry Lauder per gramophone and 
were highly appreciated”. At the turn of  the century they aimed to hold a dinner every two years 
but from time to time they were frustrated by events. In 1909, for example, it was resolved at the 
AGM to have another dinner but at the following committee meeting “a long discussion…….
took place and the committee feel that under the present landlord of  the Tennant Arms it 
would be impossible to give a satisfactory dinner.”

The evenings were broken also by both world wars and on both occasions were slow to be  
re-established. In August 1914 it was decided that there would be no tenants’ dinner until the 
war was over; they clearly didn’t expect the war to last very long. A dinner was planned to 
celebrate the club’s centenary in 1940 but, because circumstances worsened so much, this long-
anticipated event had to be cancelled a few weeks before it was due. 

Size Limits and Catches   

Before the introduction of  modern fish food in the 1970s the keepers found it very difficult to 
produce one-year old fish bigger than 3 inches long and two-year old fish any bigger than 6 or 



7 inches on the food available to them. In some years the fish were smaller than this. In May 
1917 Sir Arthur Godwin, who was both a committee member of  KAC and a Vice-President of  
the Grassington club, bought 500 yearlings from Kilnsey to present to Grassington which were 
described as: “a nice sample averaging about three inches and all were in good condition”. It is 
noted with some pride in the report for 1928 that “450 two-year olds had been released in the 
river; some of  them measured nearly nine inches”. 

At first, the club could only introduce year-olds to the river as it was not until 1927, when the 
second tank was built, that fish were grown-on for a second year. It seems clear that in most 
years there was good natural recruitment so it is not surprising that the river was well - (possibly 
over-) stocked. The pressure on natural food supplies must have been intense so it is hardly 
surprising that, several times over the years, changes in the rules to raise the minimum size limit 
were rapidly reversed. In 1886 the limit was 7 inches. In 1887 it was raised to 8 inches only to 
revert to seven in 1888. In 1911 it went up to eight again. In 1928, after the second hatchery 
pond had been built enabling the raising of  two-year olds, the limit went to nine inches only to 
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Fig. 13. The earliest extant club accounts for 1874. These were prepared just after William Bury’s death. The subscription 
was four guineas, the entrance fee one guinea; there were twenty-six members and the day tickets at half-a-crown yielded 
£1/5/-. Most of  the income of  £113 was spent on wages. Jerry Emmott had one pound weekly and his assistant, Ralph 
Brown, eighteen shillings. All but one riparian owner gave their fishing free. Rents cost only £13/10/- of  which £5 was 
for Emmott’s cottage. The boat that needed nails was at Grimwith Reservoir (p.37). Two farmers at Grimwith watched the 
fishing there. One, Hawley, was bought some protective clothes; the other Daggett was given £2. Assuming that “Moring 
tickets” are the mooring fees at Grimwith they seem expensive at £3/1/11d. The repairs to boxes are for the hatching boxes. 
These were a recurring expense over the years.
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be dropped to eight and a half  inches next year. It remained at this for twenty years until 1949 
when it went up to nine inches as decreed by the River Board. As late as 1940 Colonel Rollo, 
good angler that he was, tried unsuccessfully to get the limit back down to 8 inches. 

Over the years Cadman kept an accurate tally of  all the fish he kept and much of  his record 
is given in his book (1898). In 1884 the members wondered if  the fishing had declined. Pritt 
speculated in his column in the Yorkshire Weekly Post that “the palmy days” had been fifteen to 
thirty years previously. As a result Pritt supplied a leather-bound, ready-ruled return book to be 
kept in the clubroom where a pair of  scales were provided. The book has columns for number, 
size, weight, length of  river where caught and remarks. Unfortunately the book was only used 
consistently until 1887 and the bulk of  the entries were by Pritt, Cadman and Reffitt. There 
are fewer, but regular entries from others but some members have no entries at all so it is very 
clearly not a complete record. It does, however, give a good impression of  the fishing at that 
time, particularly as many entries in the remarks column note the method used. Cadman’s 
record (1898) shows that from 1882 to 1897 he caught 2736 trout (182 a season) weighing 1018 
pounds an average of  just over five ounces each. Reffitt had a particularly profitable day on May 
27th 1898 when, between 10 am and 5.30 pm, he took fifty-two trout weighing eighteen and a 
quarter pounds, an average of  just over five and a half  ounces, on artificial fly (Fig.9).  

In autumn 1936, the Grassington Club, in conjunction with Kilnsey, released two hundred 
eighteen-month-old marked fish into the river as an experiment. Previously, fish had been 
stocked at twelve months and two years old. The silver pins used for marking were expensive 
(£3/5/- for 200). Kilnsey’s accounts show the cost of  these was shared. Subsequently fifteen 
trout were recovered; all except one had moved downstream, the distance ranging from a few 
hundred yards to over twenty miles.

The Clubroom 

For many years, from the earliest days, members had the privilege of  a rent-free private room 
at the Tennant Arms. The room was comfortably furnished with a dining table and chairs. 
There were rod racks and glass cases with stuffed animals and fish and various framed pictures. 
In 1909, just before he died, J. W. Reffitt had left a clock in the club room with the intention of  
presenting it to the club. On enquiry to his widow, it was discovered that Reffitt had also left an 
engraved plate to be affixed to it. Where is the clock now? Over the years, many of  the other 
furnishings and memorabilia have disappeared. Only a case containing a unique pair of  stuffed 
white otters, a couple of  cases of  stuffed birds and a few pictures have survived. The otters have 
a long history and had been there many years before they are mentioned by Cadman (1898, 
p.23). The date 1861 can be faintly seen on the case. 

At first, when the hotel was controlled directly by the Tennant family and the publican, John 
Trueman, was a member, the club held the room rent free and there were few difficulties. But 
over the years, as circumstances and the landlords changed, little problems arose from time to 
time. In 1911 ten pounds was spent on improvements and the club agreed to pay £10 annual 
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rent. During the 1914-18 war the room was little used and, as a result, the clubroom became 
rundown. In 1918 it was reported to the committee that “the landlord of  the Tennant Arms 
has been using the club’s room for his ordinary customers and that several articles belonging 
to members had disappeared”. Two committee members were asked to see Mr F.A. Aykroyd 
(a club member who was married into the Roberts family) to discuss the matter with him; 
presumably asking him as a representative of  the estate to lean on the publican. It transpired 
that the publican had tenure until 1921 and it took some time for him to go. The room was later 
refurbished and eventually in 1928, the club was provided with a room  “more private than the 
previous one”.





Chapter VII: The Wet North versus The Dry South

In 1899, our club secretary, Reffitt, was invited to fish for six  days very early in the season on 
Major Turle’s water on the upper Test at Newton Stacey from the 8th  to the 13th of  the month. 
Here he had a casual encounter with Halford, the famous but somewhat puritanical exponent 
of  the dry fly, who was fishing the water at the same time. It is not clear who invited  Reffitt  
to represent the northern school of  fly fishing on this  much-described occasion ( Skues,1939, 
Halford, 1903; Hayter, 2002, p.130). 

Halford was one of  six paying guests who took out annual rods on the Newton Stacey stretch, 
which was also fished by Turle and some other friends. It seems unlikely that we will ever know 
who was Reffitt’s immediate host, but Reffitt was a member of  the London-based Flyfishers’ 
Club and it is possible that he first met Major Turle or one of  the others there. 

Halford in his autobiography (1903) describes the occasion as follows: 
“I was much interested, some years since, watching a first-rate wet fly man, a Yorkshire 
fisherman, on a portion of  the Upper Test. His flies were olive quills of  various shades, iron 
blues, red quills, and such patterns, all of  which he used on his native streams, and were dressed 
with peacock quill bodies, very meagre upright wings and a single turn of  hen hackle for legs. 
He did not in any way practise the ‘chuck it and chance it’ plan, but moved slowly up-stream, 
carefully studying the set of  the current and quickly deciding where a feeding fish should be in 
each run. Sometimes it would be close under the bank, sometimes on the edge of  a slack place, 
and sometimes on the margin of  an eddy.

Whenever he had made up his mind as to the most likely spot there, he would make one or at 
most two light casts, placing his fly with great accuracy and letting it drift down without drag. 
Now this I take it was the best imitation of  the work of  a dry-fly fisherman, except that he 
had not spotted the fish and his fly was not floating in the dry-fly sense. His patterns were very 
similar in size, colour and form, to those of  the ordinary chalk stream fisherman. He used very 
fine drawn gut and worked hard morning to evening, never passing over a likely place without 
putting a fly into it, and very seldom losing a hooked fish.

It was in the early part of  April, during strong westerly and south-westerly winds. When the 
hatch of  duns was sparse, and when, in fact, all conditions were favourable to the sunk and 
unfavourable to the floating fly. He fished six days on a well-stocked reach of  the river, and killed 
in the aggregate seven trout weighing 9 lbs. Candidly, I was somewhat surprised at the good 
result, and have often wondered if  he could repeat the performance. Of  course the average 
weight of  his fish, just over 1 ¼ lbs, was very small for the Test, and two or three of  them would 
have been returned by many dry-fly fishermen.  
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Let it be clearly understood, however, that this fisherman was most skilful and painstaking and 
was a past master in the art of  selecting the right spot, and in placing his fly accurately there 
at the first attempt. Had he merely fished the river up or down, or had he bungled his cast or 
moved about rapidly, or, in fact, made any mistakes, I do not believe he would have killed a 
single trout, so that his bag represents the best possible result, under existing conditions for a 
wet fly fisherman on at stream like the Upper Test”. 

In order to “set out both sides of  the question”, Halford then describes dry-fly fishing on a 
Scottish burn. 

Though Halford, in the above quotation tries to be fair and is clearly impressed by, and 
very appreciative of, Reffitt’s skills with the upstream wet fly, he is less generous and slightly 
patronising about wet-fly fishing in general. His description of  the winged flies that Reffitt used 
is more interesting. Though lightly-dressed, the patterns that he used are not given in Pritt’s 
book (1885), first published four years earlier. As described by Halford, with their ‘meagre’ 
upright wings and sparse hen hackles, they are more in the so-called Scottish than the Yorkshire 
tradition. Reffitt’s friend, Pritt, includes a few similar winged flies in his list but none tally with 
those used by Reffitt on the Test. The use of  quill bodies for wet flies at the time is unusual. Did 
Reffitt have his own dressings? Did Halford, when describing the patterns four years later, get 
them wrong? Or was a much wider range of  flies used at Kilnsey in the 1890s than we tend to 
think?

Halford seems particularly patronising about the size of  Reffitt’s fish when he suggests that 
“two our three of  them would have been returned by many dry-fly fishermen.” Reffitt’s three 
smallest fish weighed 1lb 1oz, 1lb 2oz and 1lb 3oz. Halford’s catch records show that over the 
years he retained many such trout; it seems that he was not one of  ‘the many’ who would have 
returned them!

Twenty years after J. W. Reffitt’s visit to the river Test, Halford’s description of  the occasion 
became part of  “the evidence” in a convoluted and tedious debate that lasted for years in the 
angling press between the “schools of  Skues and Halford”. This debate was initiated by  the 
publication of  Skues’ book Minor Tactics of  the Chalk Stream in 1910. In his preface to this book 
Skues describes how dry-fly had become an almost exclusive practice on southern chalk streams 
and how, though he had been a disciple of  Halford, and had been a convinced dry-fly man,  
he had discovered by chance that rising fish, inured by his various dry patterns whilst floating, 
took them readily when they sank. He describes (p.5) how, in spite of  several such experiences, 
he had not perceived the significance of  these events: “Still I did not realize that I was on the 
edge of  an adventure, nor yet did I realize whither I was tending when Mr F. M. Halford told 
me how a well-known Yorkshire angler had been fishing with him on the Test, and, by means 
of  a wet fly admirably fished without the slightest drag, had contrived to basket some trout on 
difficult water.”
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Clearly Reffitt’s skills had made a great impression on Halford as the latter’s memory of  his visit 
persisted for so long afterwards. Reffitt’s days to the Test have since become almost legendary, 
being further described and analysed in some detail by Skues (1939 p.59-60) and featuring in 
Hayter (2002 p.130). Halford’s account to Skues was, however, not the first time the latter had 
come across Reffitt.

It seems that Skues may have been less than precise in his claim that he had “discovered” the 
advantage of  sunk patterns when his dry patterns sank. As a young man, Skues had much 
experience of  wet fly methods and their effectiveness. Early in his angling career, in the 1890s, 
he fished the Coquet and various Scottish rivers and was familiar with the efficacy of  wet fly 
methods. Even in these early days he had been interested in the representation of  naturals by 
realistic wet fly patterns. This is illustrated by correspondence with his friend, Major J. D. D. 
Evans in 1932 (Walker 1956). In a letter written in March 1932 discussing imitations for the 
March Brown, Skues recollects as follows: “A man I once knew (long since dead) named Reffitt, 
a Yorkshire angler, used to dye rabbit’s poll lightly in  a sort of  red ant dye and spin it on hot 
orange silk for March Browns. Hackled with snipe rump it is very effective. You will find the 
pattern described in Edmonds and Lee’s Brook and River Trouting. They got the pattern from me. 
I tied a lot for a man who used to fish in Devon and he found them deadly.” In another letter 
quoted by Walker, he says his contact with Reffitt was in the very early 1890s and that Reffitt 
had supplied him with samples of  dubbing. Much later Skues tied some sample flies to Reffitt’s 
pattern for Edmonds. 





Chapter VIII: Grayling

In recent years much has been written about fluctuations in populations of  grayling in British 
rivers. There are many speculative theories as to why numbers collapse relatively suddenly 
from time to time. I have no intention of  entering into these here. Our Kilnsey waters are 
no exception; the records show that, though grayling have never been present anywhere in 
large numbers, most of  the time there has been a steady population below the Falls. The pool 
at Gypsy Corner (now fished by the Grassington club) has long had the alternative name 
“Grayling Hole”. The Falls seem to have been a natural barrier. Grayling are a feature of  the 
middle reaches of  many rivers and are known to be less able to negotiate obstructions than 
trout. There has been, however, at least one period in the last 150 years when they colonised the 
river above the Falls and became widespread throughout our waters. 

For some reason the population collapsed about thirty years ago and for the last twenty years 
grayling seem to have been completely absent from the Skirfare and much of  the main river,  
though a few have been caught below the Falls at spawning time and the occasional fish has 
been taken between Kettlewell and Starbotton. From this evidence it seems likely that a small 
remnant group survives near Starbotton and that they are present in small numbers downstream 
in the Grassington waters.

What evidence is there for fluctuation? What do the club records and other sources tell us of  
the past? The first mention in the club records is in the Visitor’s Book on September 2nd 1874 
when E. Stansfield caught one below the Falls in Calcraft Dub; it was landed with the assistance 
of  the keeper, Jerry Emmott There are few entries of  this kind in the book so it is reasonable to 
infer that the event was unusual and that perhaps the fish was a sizeable one.  

Eleven years later Pritt, who was a keen grayling angler, writes (1885 p.58), “The Kilnsey water 
holds no Grayling, though this fish is plentiful below.” In September 1885, however, Cadman 
caught two and in October that year Pritt, topically, in an answer to a correspondent wrote:  
“Yes there are a few grayling at the extreme lower limit of  the Kilnsey water, but only two have 
been caught to my knowledge”. In September the following year Pritt himself  caught one and 
Benjamin Hirst took a 13 oz fish in May 1887. The return book in which these fish are recorded 
had been presented to the club by Pritt; it was in use for four full seasons from April 1884 to 
September 1887 during which time the members caught 1687 trout as well as the four grayling, 
giving a ratio of  422 to one. 

A little later  in The Book of  the Grayling (1888a),  Pritt, discussing the grayling’s general distribution 
writes: “Only of  late has he appeared above Ghaistrill Force on the Wharfe and he will probably 
surmount the Emma Falls still further up in due time, indeed if  he has not already done so. 
.……….. Probably this gradual ascent is made in times of  heavy flood by easy stages under the 
sheltering banks where the current is checked, as it is quite certain no Grayling could stem the 
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force of  Ghaistrill Force when it is concentrated in its extremely narrow channel during a low 
river.” Ghaistrill Force is  in the Grassington Club’s waters.

Pritt’s forecast of  the grayling’s upstream expansion may have already taken place by the time 
his book was published because the club bought a net and took out a netting licence at a 
cost of  £2/0/5d for the purpose of  culling grayling in 1888. Later in 1894, at a committee 
meeting, it was resolved: “that the keepers order a new long net for the purpose of  keeping 
down the grayling”, so numbers had presumably increased further by then, but it is not clear 
how widespread they had become or if  they had become established above the Falls. In his 
report for 1907 the secretary noted that grayling were abundant below the Falls but nobody 
fished for them. There was a similar note in 1908 when it was recorded that: “Grayling are 
numerous in the river below the falls but they were difficult to catch on the few opportunities 
afforded by suitable conditions of  weather and river”.

By 1909 grayling were sufficiently prolific for Reynard, the under keeper, and a Mr Carradice 
(the Kettlewell schoolmaster?) to be given permission to fish for grayling. By 1910, however, 
the numbers may have started to decline judging from the Annual Report which states: “The 
committee are of  the opinion that there are not as many grayling below the falls as formerly but 
some sport has been had with both fly and worm”. 

The club records then go silent on grayling until 1934 but in July 1919 the Grassington club 
borrowed Kilnsey’s long net. According to the Craven Herald the cull was necessary because 
“catches had been almost solely of  grayling and trout were becoming fewer and fewer.” Fishing 
near Netherside, three sweeps of  the nets yielded sixty-six grayling many of  them “grandfathers 
scaling over two pounds in weight”.

In 1934 the secretary in the annual report of  the Committee writes: “I understand that grayling 
have been in good condition this season. It is rather surprising that so few members take 
advantage of  this branch of  sport. Only three members have fished for grayling this season.”  
In 1936 the club quizzed the keepers on various aspects of  their work. In reply to the question: 
“How many members fish for grayling?” Mallinson wrote: “I don’t know of  any member that 
has fished for grayling except Mr Mark Nutter since the end of  the trout season and I understand 
that Mr Nutter got a few nice fish”. In 1937 Mallinson reported that: “Very few members have 
taken advantage of  the grayling stretches on our waters. It is reported that grayling taken were 
in first-rate condition”. Where were the stretches holding grayling at that time?

It seems the fish that Mallinson wrote about may have been few in number because a note in 
the committee minutes in 1946 reads: “The longest memories recall that while grayling were 
frequently caught below the falls not one had ever been seen above. In 1942 a grayling was 
caught in Byrom Dub and since that time odd grayling have been taken all over our waters. 
How they got started above the falls no one knows but there is no doubt they are increasing”. 
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In a similar vein in 1956, J. G. Bond, the then secretary and a member since 1928, was quoted 
in the Yorkshire Post  (January  4th) as saying “Not until about 1940-2 were any grayling found in 
the club’s waters”. Had he forgotten his early days in the club or were grayling too few for him 
to remember? The paper’s reporter goes on to write: “The reason according to Mr Bond is the 
5ft fall near the bottom end of  the club reaches. Grayling were unable to get up this fall until it 
was covered by an unusually severe flood, which let them through”. 

Grayling were found everywhere in modest numbers throughout the club waters from the 1940s 
until 1980-1981 when the population crashed. During this period they were found at least as far 
up as Yockenthwaite on the Wharfe and above Arncliffe on the Skirfare and into Cowside Beck. 
As late as  June 1999 a 2lb 2oz grayling was caught at Buckden.

A recent informal survey of  nine long-standing current or former members of  the club reveals 
that they together caught forty-one grayling from 1978 to 2005. Remarkably three of  these 
were estimated at 3lb, three were 2lbs or over and fourteen were a pound or more. It has been 
observed elsewhere that grayling at their upper limit in river systems tend to be large in size. 
This perhaps explains the remarkably large average size of  these fish.

In Spring 1997 the club bought and stocked 200 small grayling. Apart from one fish caught very 
soon after stocking, there is no record of  any more having been caught.





Chapter IX: A Miscellany

A Personal Introduction to the Club and the Kilnsey Creel

One day during the last war, late in the summer holidays, two friends and I cycled to Grassington 
and took out day-tickets. Newly introduced to fly fishing, we had acquired creaky cane and 
greenheart rods and a miscellany of  tackle from relatives and various other sources. An uncle 
had given one of  my companions a splendid, kidney-shaped, wooden creel that smelled faintly 
of  pencils. Nicely polished, with a leather and canvas strap and partly made of  cedar, it was 
much the finest piece of  all our assembled equipment. 

Collecting our bikes from near the bridge at the end of  the day, we were approached by Mr 
Whittaker, a senior member of  the Grassington club, who at the time acted as bailiff. After 
ascertaining how we had got on (I can’t remember how but we commonly caught nothing) and 
telling us all about traditional Wharfe flies, he noticed my friend’s creel and said “I see you have 
a Kilnsey creel”. Never having heard of  Kilnsey we must have looked puzzled. He went on to 
explain that wooden creels were the popular choice of  Kilnsey members who were all doctors, 
judges and colonels!  Furthermore we shouldn’t even think about poaching up there as we could 
get into serious trouble.

In fact, in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Kilnsey members used a wide range 
of  creels and boxes. Indeed, at one stage, there was much discussion and a bit of  friendly rivalry 
amongst the club members to produce the best model. Competition at one stage involved 
members of  the Aire club and discussion extended to the angling press: competing designs 

Fig. 14. A surviving Kilnsey creel, (Courtesy of  Robin Miller: photograph by Richard Dover).
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appeared in the Fishing Gazette and elsewhere. Creels of  willow, leather, tinplate and wood were 
produced and their various merits were championed. Specifications were precise, even down to  
prescribing the particular colour of  a newly-patented washable paint to be used for the interior 
of  one model. Unusual materials such as papier mâché and alligator skin were contemplated. Pritt 
came down firmly in favour of  wooden ones because he could sit on them whilst smoking a pipe 
or eating lunch. 

As noted elsewhere competition of  this kind was not confined to creels. Inventive members made, 
or had made, prototype reels, fly boxes, worm tins, creeper boxes and other paraphernalia. 
Factory and mill workshops were commonly involved. Cadman, the second figure from the left, 
in the photograph taken from Cadman (1898), reproduced here (Fig.15), appears also to favour 
one of  the wooden creels. The choice was legion. Walbran, who for some years ran tackle shops 
in Leeds around that time, proudly advertised that he ‘sold creels in all materials’. 

My recollection of  the Kilnsey creel was prompted more than 60 years later by an article on 
antique tackle. Old creels seem to be scarce and desirable at present and good example of  
leather ones fetch particularly high prices. Not many wooden ones have survived but local 
enquiry has turned up a little-used example of  a Kilnsey model complete with its carefully-
painted but faded interior (Fig. 14). 

Illingworth and his Reel

Alfred Holden Illingworth, who joined the club in 1887, is legendary in angling circles for his 
role in the development of  the casting reel. Much has been written in recent years about him 
and his various inventions. As a consequence several myths have arisen; for example, a booklet 
on old fishing tackle states categorically that: “Illingworth was a Yorkshire weaver and his idea 
came from the bobbins of  thread used on looms in his mill”. Cross (2011) says he was “a textile 
worker who became a tackle dealer”. Elsewhere he is described as a Bradford textile worker. 
Illingworth’s family were indeed in textile manufacturing but Illingworth, far from being a 
weaver or mere textile worker, lived in some style for most of  his life on private means. As a 
young man he worked for a time as a wool merchant but later in life he is perhaps best described 
as a playboy. His contact with the textile industry probably spawned his ideas but they are more 
likely to have come from a spinning rather than a weaving mill.

Illingworth was the son of  Alfred Illingworth, the Liberal Member of  Parliament for 
Knaresborough from 1868 to 1874 and for Bradford from 1880 to 1895 and Alfred junior had 
a rather privileged and spoilt upbringing. He was a self-confessed rebel and he recognised in 
later life that he had been a “callow, luck-obsessed know-all in his youth” (lllingworth, 1936). 

Illingworth had ample leisure, some of  which was spent experimenting and he took out various 
patents. He is best known for inventing his eponymous fixed spool reel of  which he designed 
several models (Stephenson, 1992). The first model of  his casting reel was made as early as 1903 
but the drawing for his No 1 reel was not registered until 1905 (Patent 9388), and it was not 
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commonly available until 1907. His interest in spinning for both trout and salmon led to the 
development of  a series of  Illingworth Scarab bait mounts which were widely marketed. His 
reels were manufactured in Redditch by The Light Casting Reel Company Ltd, whose 1905 
catalogue entitled ‘The Illingworth Reels and Specialities’ ran to twenty pages and included an 
account of  the Illingworth story up to that date. 

It is less well known that Illingworth patented a fly-line dressing for sinking lines with mercury, 
graphite and barytes as ingredients; he also developed various kinds of  hooks. His inventions 
had varied success: an ingenious bottle to hold dry fly oil, called The Illingworth was marketed 
by Farlows for many years even though it easily went wrong. It was complicated and difficult 
to use and was said to need three hands. The bottle had a string attached to the stopper at one 
end and to a spring attached to the base of  the bottle at the other. On removing the stopper 
the string was pulled through an oiled pad. The fly was rubbed on the lightly oiled string.  His 
name was also used on a series of  split-bamboo rods. He  is  said to have had a part in the 
design of  the range of  Moscrop salmon fly reels, sold by John Brown Moscrop, 19 Chapel Walks, 
Manchester. The Moscrop family, like the Illingworth family, was in the textile spinning business 
and Moscrop designed and patented cotton spinning machinery. He was a keen angler and took 
out a succession of  patents for various reels. The two families were close and had joint interests 
in coal mining in the Forest of  Dean.

Though, by 1910, Illingwoth had become a very active committee member, he resigned 
precipitately from KAC in 1914. The club’s records give no indication of  the circumstances of  
his resignation but it became a legend within the club and the Illingworth family that he was 

Fig. 15. ‘They put their rods through the open window’ (From Cadman 1898). The anglers are (l. to r.)  Reffitt, Cadman 
and Fawcett.  Fawcett has a willow basket, Cadman a wooden creel.
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“thrown out” for minnow fishing. It was said that members were jealous of  his success with his 
new-fangled reel. The basic facts are probably more mundane though there may be an element 
of  truth in the story. After the death of  Bertram Roberts, the executors of  his estate (who 
included significant club members) made it a condition of  the renewed lease that there should 
be no minnow fishing in the Kilnsey Estate waters. Shortly after this rule came into effect it is 
said that Illingworth was bold enough to flaunt it and, embarrassingly, he was caught spinning 
by one of  the Roberts family near Conistone Bridge. Whatever the circumstances, Illingworth 
retained fond memories of  his time in KAC. Kilnsey, by the way, wasn’t the only local club to 
restrict minnow fishing around this time; in 1911 the Grassington club specifically banned the 
use of  the Illingworth reel per se for a spell, though its use was allowed again later.

Over the years, Illingworth published various articles in the Fishing Gazette and elsewhere. After 
his death, his brother, Eustace Holden Illingworth, and Norman Lee (of  Edmonds and Lee 
fame), arranged for the publication of  some unfinished manuscripts of  his “reminiscences” in 
the form of  two books (Illingworth, 1932, 1936). In the latter (p. 28) he goes to some lengths 
to justify minnow fishing, stating: “No fish should be left in a water after its period of  rapid 
growth”. He further, perhaps with a guilty conscience, writes in a fairly clear reference to 
Kilnsey A C: “I remember having great sport when about twenty years ago I received a letter 
from the Secretary of  a venerable club of  which I was long a member, whilst I was staying on 
the uppermost waters of  the river in July and fishing nothing but fly. He asked me at the wish of  
the committee, if  I would try to reduce the number of  old fish in the water by fishing minnow 
from one end to the other.

I had eight days remaining of  my stay, so I began at the bottom of  the club reach of  about eight 
miles and fished the whole of  it day by day, beginning each morning where I had finished off  
the evening before. I observed a half-pound limit. I caught 168 trout above that weight, carefully 
returning every one smaller. The heaviest weighed one pound seven ounces and was the largest 
that the old keeper remembered to have been caught by angling during his custodianship of  
then over fifty years, although one [even longer] had been found dead by the under-keeper 
some time ago”. He further comments: “Often years went by without the capture of  a single 
fish of  a pound or over although they grow rapidly to ten or twelve ounces.”

Towards the end of  his life Illingworth lived with his second wife near Windermere, in the Lake 
District. He died at sea on his way to Kingston, Jamaica in March1925.

Sir James Chadwick - Nuclear Scientist

Of  all the distinguished men who were Kilnsey members, Sir James Chadwick was probably 
KAC’s most acclaimed. A world famous nuclear physicist he was elected Fellow of  the Royal 
Society in 1927 and was awarded the Nobel Prize (Physics) in 1935. His most famous achievement 
was the discovery of  the neutron in 1932, thus enabling the development of  nuclear fission of  
uranium 236 and the development of  the atomic bomb. His interesting career is chronicled by 
Brown (1997). 
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He was born in Bollington near Macclesfield in 1891 to a poor family, At first, being  brought up 
by his grandparents in the country, where he developed an early love of  fishing and gardening, 
interests that lasted all his life.  Later he went to join his parents in Manchester where he went to 
the Central Grammar School for Boys, and being good at mathematics, won two scholarships to 
university in  the city aged only sixteen. After obtaining a First Class Honours degree in Physics 
in 1911, he did post-graduate studies under Rutherford, gaining his M.Sc. in 1913. He then, 
at Rutherford’s recommendation, won an 1851 Exhibition Scholarship to Berlin to work under 
Geiger (of  Geiger counter fame). He had to learn German quickly. He was trapped in Germany 
at the beginning of  the 1914 - 18 war and was interred for its duration, suffering severely from 
shortage of  food and extreme cold. On his return to England, without money and in poor 
health, he rejoined Rutherford in Manchester. When Rutherford moved to Cambridge in 1919 
Chadwick was invited to follow him there and was awarded a scholarship by Gonville and 
Caius College. Chadwick was soon promoted to Assistant Director of  the famous Cavendish 
Laboratory under Rutherford and they worked closely together for almost seventeen years. 

In 1935 Chadwick left Cambridge and was elected to a chair at Liverpool where Metro-Vickers 
funded the building of  a cyclotron (which was later used in the code-named Tube Alloys Project), 
so getting access to superior research facilities. History almost repeated itself  when,  whilst on a 
fishing holiday in Sweden at the declaration of  war in September 1939, he found himself  once 
again behind enemy lines. When he got to Stockholm there was no easy way to get to the UK 
but he managed eventually to reach Amsterdam and then home. His work at Liverpool on his 
return included feasibility studies into the practicality of  a nuclear bomb.

After the USA joined the war in 1941, Chadwick encouraged Anglo-American cooperation 
in nuclear research, leading to the Quebec Agreement signed by Churchill and Roosevelt in 
August 1943 and subsequently to the transfer of  UK scientists to America.

Chadwick became Head of  the British Mission to the Manhattan Project from 1943 to 1946.  
Whilst working on the project at Los Alamos, Chadwick established good relations with the 
project leader, General Groves, who tended to distrust the American scientists. Their close 
friendly cooperation contributed greatly to smooth Anglo-American relations and the success 
of  the project. 

Chadwick had many contacts in Germany and elsewhere in Europe and was a friend and 
colleague of  Niels Bohr who had also worked in Manchester under Rutherford. Bohr, who had 
a Jewish mother, also had strong German connections largely because Heisenberg, now the 
leader of  German nuclear research, was one of  his research students at Copenhagen in the 
1920s. In 1943 he was in a very difficult situation in occupied Denmark and the Allies badly 
wanted to benefit from his skills and knowledge. Secret messages from Chadwick persuaded 
Bohr that he should take the risk and agree to be smuggled out of  Denmark. The messages, 
coded in Microdot form, were sent to Denmark using secret agents. The outward messages 
were hidden in a key and the reply came in an agent’s tooth filling. The Danish underground 
then smuggled Bohr to neutral Sweden from where he was flown, clandestinely by a devious 



KILNSEY ANGLING CLUB: THE EARLY YEARS 62

route, in the bomb bay of  an unarmed Mosquito that had been stripped of  all but essential 
equipment.

Whilst at Los Alamos Chadwick went trout fishing in the mountains near Espanola with Kenneth 
Bainbridge, a fellow physicist from Harvard. Before fishing they had to get a licence. Outside 
the perimeter of  the huge Los Alamos site, foreigners were supposed to pass as Americans so 
many rarely left the campus. Some, like Bohr, had been specifically given an alias (Nicholas 
Baker) because of  their alien connections. Others had set up their own disguises. Chadwick, 
unfortunately, had never thought about his. The story goes that when the official issuing the 
fishing licence asked him his name Chadwick turned to Bainbridge and asked “What is my 
name”?

After the war he went back to Liverpool to undertake fundamental research and inevitably was 
involved with the United Kingdom’s nuclear energy programme. His enthusiasm at this time 
for cooperation with fellow European scientists led to the establishment of  CERN in 1952.

In 1948 to the surprise of  colleagues he moved to Cambridge on election as Master of  Gonville 
and Caius, so re-establishing his links with the college. Unfortunately the dons had failed to agree 
an internal candidate. Though he had earlier dealt with great men with skill and distinction, he 
couldn’t cope with the infighting at Caius and was often unhappy. It is believed that the disputes 
during his time as Master were the model for C. P. Snow’s novel on academic life, The Masters. 
Later, Chadwick accepted the vice-chancellorship of  Cambridge University but because ill-
health and pressure he was unable to take up this prestigious post. Never in the best of  physical 
health, as a result of  his privations during the Great War, and tired of  the infighting and the 
criticism of  him as Master, had he retired in 1959 to his house at Wynne’s Parc in North Wales.  
Later, in 1968, because of  their age and infirmity, he and his wife moved back to Cambridge to 
live near their daughters.

Chadwick was a member of  KAC from 1949 to 1962, he died in Cambridge in 1974.

Three Late Victorians

During the 1880s and 1890s, probably the golden years of  KAC, Pritt, Reffitt and Cadman 
were very active in the life and affairs of  the club and were busy also in the broader angling 
world. Various aspects of  their lives are described earlier in this text and Pritt, in particular, 
has had much attention posthumously in angling literature. All, however, deserve further 
attention and so I give brief  selective biographies below. These contain some new material.  
Reffitt introduced Pritt to KAC. The three were friends and to some degree stimulated each 
other. Reffitt and Cadman, like Illingworth, designed and invented fishing tackle and they all 
frequently contributed articles to the angling press, notably to The Fishing Gazette.
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Thomas Evan Pritt  

Born in Lancashire, Pritt was the manager of  the London and Yorkshire Bank and then the 
Leeds Joint Stock Bank. He was extremely enterprising in angling circles and was the author of  
three now classic angling books. His first book, initially published under the title Yorkshire Trout 
Flies (later as North Country Flies), appeared in an edition of  only two-hundred-and-fifty copies 
with hand-coloured lithographed plates. Pritt painted fifty of  these himself  and initialled them, 
distributing these special copies mainly to his friends and literary contacts. For a time he was 
angling correspondent of  the Yorkshire Weekly Post for whom he wrote regular, entertaining articles 
that in later years included long rambling tales with a Yorkshire flavour. These became popular 
with a wide public. His life is well documented elsewhere, particularly by Magee (1994).  He, 
for the time, became deeply engaged in angling politics and was a prime mover in founding the 
Yorkshire Anglers’ Association. He was involved in the development of  the Northern Anglers’ 
Association and was joint secretary at their first conference. He was also active nationally and 
joined the London-based Flyfishers’ Club, where he was probably a founder-member and 
became a popular speaker. This club, formed by Sir Ford North, a Chancery Court judge, and 
R. B. Marston of  the Fishing Gazette in December 1884, lacks a list of  founder members, but 
Pritt attended and spoke at the first in-house dinner of  the club in March 1885. He went to 
other meetings that year, and is in the earliest extant membership list dated December 1885 
(Flyfishers’ Club, 1934). Although he prospered in banking and lived well, he died young, aged 
only 47, leaving his wife relatively little money. A posthumous appeal for his widow’s fund in the 
Fishing Gazette by publication of  his last book, reads: “An Angler’s Basket will be issued without risk 
to Mrs. Pritt, but on her behalf. A royalty will be paid to her on each copy sold in the ordinary 
way through booksellers: but a much larger sum will be handed to her for every copy subscribed 
for direct through the publishers ………….Mrs. Pritt’s friends hope that on this account a 
large number will be disposed in this way; and they trust that friends will interest themselves in 
obtaining the names of  others…..”. This book is a miscellany of  angling and other stories, some 
previously published as magazine articles. It was seen through the press by the President of  the 
Northern Anglers’ Association, the Rev. C. P. Roberts.

J. W. Reffitt

The son of  Joseph Reffitt, a wool and woollen cloth dyer in Leeds, Reffitt at first worked outside 
the family business as a cashier in a stuff  warehouse. In the 1881 census he is described as 
living on income from dividends. Later he was in the family business in Kirkstall Road, Leeds.  
By 1901 he had retired and the family business had been absorbed into the Bradford Dyers’ 
Association (formed 1898). Reffitt was club secretary from 1897 to 1907. He was one of  the 
best anglers in the club at that time and was a member of  the Flyfishers’ Club in London. He 
was probably introduced to the club by Benjamin Hirst, who was his brother’s father-in-law. In 
co-operation with a scientific instrument maker, Frederick C. Moore of  Trinity Court, Leeds, 
he developed and patented an ingenious multiplying reel called The Rapid (Fig.16), which is 
extremely well engineered and much in demand by collectors today. Reffitt was a keen advocate 
of  upstream fishing and the reel was specifically designed for fishing this way. In their 1904 
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catalogue, Millers, the Leeds tackle merchants, note that; “When fishing upstream and a fish is 
hooked at the end of  a long line, it can be quickly brought under command of  the rod point and 
netted without fear of  it getting below the angler”. Moore was better known for his refracting 
telescopes but made several patterns of  reel, probably as a sideline. In an advertisement in 
The Fishing Gazette in 1888, Max Walbran announced that he had been appointed sole agent 
for Moore’s Special Reels, which were entirely hand-made, the internal mechanism being of  
especially hardened steel. Moore also made Pritt a small trout rod. Later, in 1900, Messrs Hardy  
marketed a two-piece, eleven-foot, “Wet Fly” split bamboo rod carrying Reffitt’s name; the rod  
was popular enough to remain in production until 1914.

As noted above (p.46) Reffitt presented a clock to the club. It is known that he had a broader 
interest in clocks as he had some correspondence with George Airy, the then Astronomer Royal, 
about the Greenwich sidereal clock in 1875-76. He was also a keen photographer and in 1883 
he exhibited several pictures at the Royal Photographic Society’s exhibition at Bath, one of  
which was entitled Catching a Trout. Unfortunately the picture did not win an award and seems 
since to have been lost.

Henry Cadman

Famous as the author of  Druidale, Cadman was born in Sheffield the son of  another Henry, a 
Sheffield solicitor with substantial private means. Henry senior came from a well-known family 
of  cutlers and razor makers in Essington and Sheffield and at first practised as an attorney in 
Sheffield but, around 1843/4 went to the Isle of  Man where he invested in the I. O. M. Bank. 
Here, described as a gentleman in various directories, Henry senior farmed at Howstrake, 
Onchan near Douglas. Cadman junior spent his boyhood in the island but moved as a young 
man back to the mainland to train as a solicitor in his maternal grandfather’s practice in 
Gomersal, eventually joining his uncle in the partnership of  Carr and Cadman. He built Broom 
Hill, a Swiss-chalet-style house in Gomersal in 1876 and lived there until 1896. He fished first 
at Kilnsey as a guest of  Lionel Knowles in 1858 so he knew the river for a long time. He 
finally joined the club in 1883 and remained a member until his death. He supported Pritt as 
a founder member of  the Yorkshire Anglers’ Association and was a frequent contributor on 
angling matters in the Yorkshire Weekly Post.

Colonel W. Keith Rollo

Though the well-known angling author, Col. Keith Rollo was only briefly a member of  the club 
from 1928 to 1932, he deserves a mention. He had a peripatetic life and fished widely, never 
settling anywhere for long.  He was born on the tenth of  October 1879  on the Ingurgalle Estate 
at Armayake in Ceylon where his father was a very prosperous tea and coffee planter. Educated 
at Cheltenham and Sandhurst, Rollo had a distinguished army career, retiring with the rank of  
Lt-Colonel. He joined the Royal Scots in 1899, and then served in the Indian Army from 1903 
to 1909 when he joined Alexandra Princess of  Wales Own Regiment. He was decorated with 
the Military Cross in 1915. In that year he was company commander of  D Company, the 2nd 
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Fig. 16. Advertisement for J.W. Reffitt’s reel. In co-operation with a scientific instrument maker, Frederick C. Moore of  
Trinity Court, Leeds, he developed and patented this ingenious multiplying reel called The Rapid. It was marketed by J.E. 
Miller of  Leeds.

Battalion of  the Green Howard’s. Amongst his other sporting interests was croquet, at which 
he reached the quarter finals of  the Open Championship at Roehampton in 1933. A steady 
contributor of  articles to the angling press in the 1920s, Rollo first wrote a small book, Fly Fishing 
in Northern Streams (1924), which was followed by a very popular book, The Art of  Fly Fishing, 
first published in 1931 and going through several editions. Hardy Brothers had a Keith Rollo 
split cane rod in production from 1932 to 1957. Rollo was an avid collector of  angling books 
and wrote several articles on collecting in specialist journals, for example, The Book Collectors’ 
Quarterly. He put his collection up for sale at Sotheby’s in 1935. It included a copy of  each of  the 
first four editions of  Walton’s Compleat Angler. He first fished in Ceylon aged eight. The family 
returned to Scotland in 1891 where his father rented a house “for the season”. He married 
in Kensington in 1904 and his family led an itinerant army life, living variously in Sheffield, 
Bedford, central London and Richmond, Surrey. He died in 1939, probably in Perth, though 
he was buried in Richmond.  





Appendix I: Officers and Keepers

Officers

Presidents   Chairmen  Secretaries

Joseph Henderson 1907  J C Marshall 1928 - 44 T Garforth 1847-1853? 

J W Reffitt 1908   J G Bond  1945  C Harding 1861

C W Dunlop 1909-11  S Meggit 1946-53 C Hastings 1874-1880

James Roberts 1912-35  J R Sampson  1954-60 R A Nowell 1881-85

Ellis Denby 1936-40  W B Henderson 1961-81  Joseph Henderson 1886 -96 

Mrs  E G Roberts 1940-55  W J Henderson 1981-87 J W Reffitt 1897-1907 

W D Roberts 1955-66             P H C Walker 198 - H E Dewhirst 1908- 26

A F D Roberts 1967-     John Henderson 1927-45

       J G Bond 1946-54 

       J G Bond and 

       G S Charlesworth 1955-63 

       J G Bond and  J E Slater 
       1964 -65    

       J E Slater and 
       D E Riddiough 1966

       D E Riddiough 1967-75

       J S Nesbitt  1982-93

       E N Wood 1993-

  

Treasurers   

Wm Bury 1849-75

H Gleadhall 1876-80

R A Nowell  1881-85

Joseph Henderson  1886-96

D A Shaw 1897-1911

J  C Marshall 1912-24

J E Marshall 1924-26

R A Vintner 1927-48

C F Tetley 1949-68

E M Cummins 1969-79

J Croft 1979-82

M D Holden 1982-3

P Fletcher 1983-95

W D R Fletcher 1995-2008

R L. Gibson 2008-
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Keepers and Assistants

Keepers    Assistant Keepers

Wm Heselton bef.1851-1861    R Brown bef.1873-1876

J  Emmott c.1858-1906                 D Mallinson bef. 1876-1902

J W Mallinson 1906-1947   J W Mallinson 1903-6

J Ingleby 1947-1975   F Reynard 1908-1940

C Pettinger  1975-78   J Ingleby 1937-1947

R Baker 1978-81    

F Tattersall 1981-1987

T Lambert 1987-8

P Wade 1988-9

C S Nesbitt 1989-95  



Appendix  II: Personae

Over its hundred-and-seventy-plus seasons the Kilnsey Angling Club has had more than eight-
hundred members. Some were members for many years but many for a relatively short time, 
partly because there has always been a waiting list, so new members have tended to join late in 
life. As a consequence, apart from the founder members who were relatively young men, the 
age structure has always been skewed towards “the mature”. The list of  past members includes 
many people prominent in their varied walks of  Yorkshire and national life. They have come 
from industry and commerce (particularly textiles), law, the Church, medicine and the armed 
forces. There are a singularly large number of  Justices of  the Peace; so many that, at times, it 
seems that it was almost a necessary qualification for membership. There have been several 
Members of  Parliament; both Whigs and Tories, eminent judges, distinguished surgeons, 
industrial pioneers, various Mayors of  Leeds, Bradford and sundry other towns; the first, and 
second Lord Mayors of  Bradford; and one of  the world‘s greatest scientists.

The alphabetical list of  biographical notes that follows is designed to keep such detail from 
cluttering the main text. It consists mainly of  early members, officers and servants of  the club 
but it includes a selection of  others who have stood out for various reasons as I have gone 
through the records. The list, to a degree, selected itself  and I am aware that it is likely that  I 
have overlooked some Yorkshire worthies. Doubtless on publication someone will make me 
aware of  my oversights. The list includes most of  the individuals mentioned in Cadman (1898); 
these are listed in Appendix III (p.85) 

Edward Ackroyd   1810-1887   (Member  1840s-1850s) 

Probably a founder member of   KAC, he was a Halifax worsted manufacturer and prominent 
citizen. He was born and lived at Bankfield and inherited James Ackroyd & Sons Ltd from his 
father in 1847. A very successful businessman, he established new mills in the town and built 
model villages for his workers at Copley (1847-53) and Ackroyden (1859). In the mid-fifties 
after listening to a sermon by Charles Kingsley on missionary work amongst the poor in East 
London, he published a pamphlet urging the foundation of  a bank for the poor. This led to the 
establishment of  the Yorkshire Penny Bank and his face is carved in stone on the front of  their 
branch in Bradford. He stood for Parliament and famously won against Richard Cobden in 
Huddersfield in 1857 by 833 votes to 587; but he lost the seat in 1859. Edward was very active 
in the civic life of  Halifax. He re-built Bankfield house, now a local museum, and in response 
to the unrest caused by the Chartist movement, raised the 4th Yorkshire Rifle Volunteers of  
which he became Colonel. He established and supported many institutions for the workers, 
including allotments, a pension scheme and the first working-men’s college outside London. He 
spent a fortune on All Souls‘ Church, Gilbert Scott’s masterpiece. Late in life he lost much of  
his fortune in overseas investments. He suffered serious head injuries after a fall from his horse 
and he died some time later in 1887.  
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Henry Ackroyd  b.1817   (Member 1840s-1850s)

A founder member of  KAC, Henry was Edward’s younger brother. He probably died relatively 
young.

Thomas Aked  1803-1876?   (Member 1854-1876)

Originally a farmer and tanner, he married into the moneyed Kaye family and in 1851 is 
described as retired aged 48 years.
 
Sir Frederic Aykroyd 1873-1949   (Member 1913-1929)

Born into a family of  Bradford dyers and cotton sizers, Frederic Alfred Aykroyd was in business 
as a wool merchant aged 27. He joined the Roberts family when he married Lily May Roberts, 
Sir James Roberts’ daughter, in 1902. He was elected straight onto the committee when he 
joined the club in 1913 and was very active in its affairs, acting as chairman at all meetings 
from 1919 to 1927. He was President of  Bradford Chamber of  Commerce, High Sheriff  of  
Yorkshire and was knighted in 1929, the year he resigned from the club. He was chairman of  
F. A. Aykroyd & Co and other businesses, was a member of  Leeds University Court and on the 
appointments board of  Cambridge University. He had business connections with Russia and 
had a part in the establishment of  a Russian department at Leeds. He lived at Glen Rosa in 
Ilkley, then in later life at Birstwith Hall, Harrogate.

John Beck   (Member 1840s) 

An early member, John Beck, farmer and landowner lived at Skythornes; He was a supporter 
of  Rylstone church and a recruit of  the Rev. Bury.

John Birkbeck  1823-1876   (Member 1848 and on?)

A very early member he was born at Hill Top Farm Embsay and lived most of  his life at 
Threapland House, Cracoe. He was a yeoman, farming 90 acres in the 1851 census. By 1861 
he was farming 200 acres and in 1871 was described as a gentleman landowner. In 1856 he 
was treasurer of  the new National School at Rylstone and had earlier worked with Rev. William 
Bury in its establishment. He is probably a relation of  George Birkbeck the Settle-born pioneer 
in adult education after whom the eponymous London college is named.

Rev. John Blair   (Member 1846-56?)

Blair, a founder member, was Incumbent of  Christ Church Skipton from 1846 to 1856 when he 
moved to the parish of  Brompton with Staunton near Pickering.
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Rev. Wm Boyd 1809-1893   (Member 1840s)

A founder member, the Venerable Archdeacon Boyd was Vicar of  Arncliffe from 1835 to 1893. 
Born in Newcastle-on-Tyne, he went to University College Oxford which was the patron of  his 
living. He was a classic Victorian naturalist parson. 

Harman Thomas Brown 1838-1880   (Member 1869-1880)

Brown succeeded his uncle John Truman as landlord of  the Tennant Arms from 1869 to 1880. 
He also farmed 500 acres at Northcote.  

Francis (Frank) Trevelyan Buckland   1826-1880
 
The well-known son of  the famous early geologist William Buckland, Dean of  Westminster, 
Frank Buckland was a scientific populariser, eccentric and pioneer of  fish rearing. He trained as 
a doctor at Oxford and became an army surgeon. He wrote best-selling popular science books. 
His Curiosities of  Natural History (1857) went to 15 editions. He was a contributor to The Field, set 
up a rival magazine Land and Water, and was the first person to be appointed H. M. Inspector of  
Salmon Fisheries in 1867. His demonstration salmon hatchery received official recognition as 
the Museum of  Economic Fish Culture in 1866. He was instrumental in the export of  ova and  
the “acclimatisation” of  salmon and trout in the Antipodes. Buckland had a local connection. 
When he was married at St Mary Magdalene, Munster Square, London on August 11 1863, 
a college friend, John Edmond Coulson, who was the Vicar of  Long Preston was his bestman.

Rev. William Bury   c1810-1873   (Member 1840-1873)

The son of  John Bury Esq. he was born at Thornton Hall in Lincolnshire and after attending 
Louth School he went to St John's College Cambridge, where he graduated with First Class 
Honours in 1833. He was ordained a priest in 1837 and was at first a curate at Barton-on-
Humber. At the time he came to the district, the huge parish of  Burnsall was divided into two 
medieties. Soon after marriage in 1839 he first became Rector of  the so-called First Mediety of  
Burnsall with Rylstone and Conistone (on February 14th). He also for a spell was the Perpetual 
Curate of  Horton near Ribblesdale. He then, two months later, on March 16th, took over the 
Second Mediety. His gross income according to Crockford’s Clerical Directory in 1860 was 
£390 plus £348, a total of  £738 (compare this with Wapping, a big London parish, £275, and 
neighbouring Linton, £230). He at first lodged for a few weeks at Scale House, but by 1841 
was living with his wife and first child at Linton Hall. Shortly after, he moved to the then empty 
Chapel House where his second child was born.

The parish registers show that he didn’t officiate often at Burnsall, but left duties there to his 
curates. He had an interest in church architecture and as well as supervising the repair of  
Burnsall church he superintended major works at both Rylstone and Conistone, paying part of  
the costs himself. Rylstone church was described in the 1880s as “now one of  the handsomemost 
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owing to the taste and munificence of  the late respected Rev. Wm Bury”. He kept a substantial 
household at Chapel House. He died on February 10th 1875 and is buried at Conistone.

Henry Cadman 1841-1904   Member 1883-1904) (See p.64)

William Carter-Platts   1858-1944

Leslie Magee in his book (1994) writes erroneously that Carter-Platts, who later became a well-
known angling author, was a member of  KAC. Carter-Platts, who lived in the Manor House at 
Kettlewell from 1902 to 1918, was a contentious, larger-than-life character, who had occasional 
scrapes with the law.

In 1907 the secretary of  KAC received a letter from him (as the Hon. Sec. of  Kettlewell and 
Starbotton Angling Club) setting out various propositions  “in their takes of  rights on Kettlewell 
river both in fishing rights and rights of  preservation and management”. The KAC committee, 
usually very decisive, deferred any decision and simply requested the Hon. Sec. to acknowledge 
the letter, time being taken to consider the question before any reply. At a later meeting on  
May 13th 1907 it was resolved that a letter be sent to Mr Carter-Platts, refusing his proposal of  
working arrangements with the Kettlewell Club and wishing them success and  telling them that 
they would find us good neighbours. No more was heard of  the Kettlewell club.  

Sir James Chadwick 1891-1974   (Member 1949-62)

Probably KAC’s most distinguished member, Chadwick was a world famous nuclear physicist. 
(See p.60)

John Nicholas Coulthurst  1791-1862   (Member 1840-50s)

A founder member he lived at Gargrave House.

Eric M. Cummins  1909-1984   (Member 1962-1984)  

Cummins was club treasurer from 1969 to 1979. With his brother ran the family printing 
business of  Ernest Cummins, Bradford. A keen all-round sportsman he played rugby for 
Yorkshire in the 1930s and had the reputation of  being an excellent angler. The tale survives 
within the family that Cummins, on seeing Jerry Ingleby yet again relaxing at the bar in the 
Tennant Arms, tackled him saying “I wish I had your job Jerry”, to which Ingleby replied “You 
couldn’t do it”. At this the treasurer bridled a little and Ingleby kindly explained “You’re not 
idle enough”.
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Sir Ellis Denby  1856-1940   (Member 1891-1940)

A keen angler and a key member of  the club, Denby influenced club policy for many years.  
A wool merchant, he was connected in his youth with William Denby and Sons, dyers and 
finishers of  Tong Park. His daughter, Gertrude, married Bertram F. Roberts and he very probably 
introduced the Roberts family to the Tennant Estate which led to Bertram Roberts buying  it 
in 1911. Sir Ellis was president of  the club from 1936 -1940 and lived at Chapel House from 
1920 to 1940. He was very successful in business and is described in the 1891 census, aged 45, as 
being retired. A Liberal party activist, he was knighted for public and political services in 1914.

William Arthur Denby  1855-1939   (Member 1889-1939)

Sir Ellis Denby’s brother, a member for fifty years.

Harry  Evelyn  Dewhurst  1859-1927   (Member 1884-1927)

Dewhurst was club secretary from 1908 to 1927. He was a stuff  merchant, worsted spinner and 
manufacturer based in Bradford, though like many, he lived in Harrogate in later life. 

Jerome Edwin  Emmott  1830-1908   (Keeper  1858-1907)

Please see the main text (p.13) for a fuller account of  Emmott’s life. Born in 1830 at Nessfield 
cum Langber, he worked at first as a wool comber before joining the club as assistant keeper 
around 1858. A popular and talented man he, later in his career, augmented his keeper’s wages 
by running a joiner’s business and, for a spell, a farm. He employed his son, William, as a joiner 
and a man called Metcalf  as an agricultural labourer. He died in November 1908 and is buried 
in Linton churchyard. He was a churchwarden at Conistone Church and was the village fiddler. 
As well as being a skilled angler he loved shooting and had a reputation as a good shot.

J. E. Fawcett   (Member 1895-1913)

Fawcett succeeded J. A. Godwin as the second Lord Mayor of  Bradford. There are streets in the 
city named after him. He features in Druidale.

Arthur William Fox  1870-   (Member 1894-1905)

The second son of  Samson Fox, the self-made manufacturer and philanthropist, he lived at 
Grove House, Harrogate. His father funded the building of  the Royal Hall in Harrogate and 
the Royal College of  Music in London. He, however, was a typical second-generation playboy 
and spendthrift. He left the club and Harrogate at the time of  his marriage, the certificate for 
which described him as ‘of  independent means’.
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Thomas Garforth  1818-1853   (Member 1847-1853)

A founder member, Garforth lived at Emsley House, Kildwick where he was a landowner and 
a neighbour of  the Tennant family at Kildwick Hall. He was club secretary for a time as he 
is mentioned as such in the Visitors’ Book in October 1849 and he sent out the circular for 
the AGM in 1850. He was probably the first secretary and could have acted in this capacity 
until his early death in 1853. There is no indication in the club records that anyone took over 
formally from him and it seems that, after he died, William Bury may have taken on the duties 
of  secretary as well as those of  treasurer for or a spell. It is clear from J. R. Tennant’s diaries 
that he and Garforth were sporting colleagues. They frequently fished together, mainly on the 
River Aire. Relations of  Garforth had the fishing rights at Coniston Cold on the lake and on 
the Aire up to Bell Busk. They also fished at times on the Ribble at Gisburn.  Either Garforth or 
his relations at Steeton kept a pack of  beagles and J. R. Tennant records several joint outings in 
the late 1840s and early 1850s. Garforth also kept greyhounds and they went coursing together. 

John Vennimore Godwin  1815-1898   (Member 1875-82)

Born in Dartmouth, Devon, the son of  a parson, he was a stuff  merchant and farmer. One 
of  municipal Bradford’s founding citizens; he was an enlightened man and very active both 
politically and in the Chamber of  Commerce. During the early rapid expansion of  Bradford 
he pioneered the infrastructure of  the town and worked zealously for free libraries. Godwin 
Street in the town centre is named after him. He was the sixth mayor of  Bradford and stood for 
Parliament as a Liberal in 1874. He retired to Grassington.

 Sir Arthur Godwin 1852-1920   (Member 1896-1920)

The son of  J. V. Godwin, John Arthur Godwin followed in his father’s footsteps as stuff  merchant 
(he is listed as such, aged 18, in the 1871 census) and became the first Lord Mayor of  Bradford. 
Though he was never an officer of  the club, he was a key member of  the committee for many 
years and often acted as chairman at meetings. His contacts and diplomatic skills came into play 
on the club’s behalf  on several key occasions. 

Henry Gleadhall  c1821-1894   (Member 1847-93)

A solicitor and bachelor, he spent much of  his time in the dale. At the time of  the 1851 census 
he was lodging at Northcote at the beginning of  the season. Later in life he passed much of  his 
extensive leisure on the river, living at Kettlewell. He acted as club treasurer from 1874 to 1880. 
He had a first class reputation amongst his angling peers. Legend has it that he landed four fish 
at once in Watersmeet on horsehair. All were over half  a pound. He resigned from the club in 
1893 but was made an honorary member and went back to South Kerby, Wakefield, where he 
was born.
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Charles William Halliday   b.1818   (Member bef. 1874-1883) 

Search of  the censuses shows  several men of  this name. It seems likely that our C. W. H. was 
born in Northowram. At the time of  the 1851 census he is  said to be aged 33, and he lived at 3 
Howrams with his brother. Both at that time were woollen manufacturers clerks. At 2 Howrams 
next door was the rest of  the family. At that time his father, William, was a brick manufacturer 
and farmer. Charles  later took over the brick making business. His name is diversely spelled in 
the records as Holyday and other variants.

Thomas Halliwell  1825-1898   (Member 1855-1898)

Halliwell was a friend of  Cadman and a contemporary of  Reffitt and Pritt. His family had a 
watch and clock maker’s business in the Market Place at Dewsbury from 1822 to 1866. He lived 
over the shop. Rare brass-dialled and white-faced clocks with his name are sometimes found. 
He was made an honorary member in 1897. He figures in Druidale (Cadman 1895).

James Hammond  1825-   (Member 1840s)

James Hammond was a  land owner and farmer at Arncliffe 

Charles Hastings  1826-1892+  (Member 1856-1882)

Born in Huddersfield, Hastings lived in Bradford when he joined the club. Later, in 1881, he 
was in business as a worsted spinner employing forty-five people. He was club secretary from 
1875 (or probably before) to 1881. He ‘withdrew‘ from the club in 1882, possibly because he 
had fallenon hard times. In 1881 he was living on Skipton Road, Kildwick with his wife, four 
children and three servants, but by the time of  the 1891 census, now a self-employed insurance 
broker, he lived in humbler circumstances with his wife in a boarding house at 12 Victoria 
Road, Manningham. 

Captain Joseph Henderson  1847-1909   (Member 1885-1909)

Born at Kirklinton, Cumberland in 1847, the son of  John James Henderson, he served from 
1866 to 1875 in the 12th Prince of  Wales Royal Regiment of  Lancers, reaching the rank of  
Captain, a title he used later in life. His only active service was on police duty in Ireland, during 
which his regiment charged “in self  defence against a Fenian mob”, thus earning the soubriquet 
of  the Dungarvan Butchers. He was living at Eshton House from 1881 to 1883. By 1885, when 
he joined the club, he had moved to Scale House, Rylstone. He became Secretary very soon 
after joining the club and, although he offered his resignation as secretary in 1892, he held this 
position for 10 years until 1896. He was made an honorary member in 1893 when he moved to 
19 Landsdown Place, Cheltenham. He was living at Rylstone House, Cheltenham in 1905 when 
he was elected President. He had substantial private means. In 1850 his grandfather, Robert 
Henderson, had inherited extensive estates at Rylstone, Kettlewell, Gisburn, and Hampsthwaite 
and at Stanwix near Carlisle.
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It is very easy to become confused by the various individual Captain Hendersons prominent 
on the angling scene in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, not only in KAC and 
Yorkshire but more widely. For example, Magee (1994 p.41) refers to William Henderson the 
author of  ‘My Life as a Fly fisher’ (1879), who was born in 1811, as ‘Captain’ and gives his dates 
(p.129) as 1818 to c.1885. This William had a son, also a keen angler, who was also an army 
captain. Many gentlemen joined or even founded militias in response to the perceived threat of  
the Chartists in the first half  of  the nineteenth century. 

John  Henderson   1864-1946   (Member 1918-1946)   

The minutes of  a Committee Meeting in December 1918 read “A Mr Henderson, who wishes 
to join the club, having bought some land on the Kettlewell Beck, thinks that he ought to be 
admitted to the Club at once. After consideration the Committee thought that it might be a 
good plan to ...........elect  Mr Henderson as an ordinary member”. He became Secretary of  the 
club from 1927 to 1945 and was a benefactor. His son W. B. Henderson and family were, for 
many years, key members of  the club. He was the principal of  the Colonial Combing Company 
in Keighley and was mayor of  Keighley in 1935. He is buried at Kettlewell.

William Heselton,  (Hesletine and variants) 1813-1864   (Keeper c. 1840-1864)

Bill Heselton was the club’s first keeper. Referred to as Bill Hesseltine in Cadman (1898, p.167), 
he was christened at Conistone in April 1813. He died relatively young on the 18 April 1864. 
His wife Ellen was from Coverham, where they were married on June 1 1845. Before marriage 
he lodged in the family house in Kilnsey with his older bachelor brother, Francis. On marriage 
his wife moved in, eventually to be joined by their children. The family were lodging there at 
the time of  the 1851 census. By 1861 his brother had died. William died on April 8th 1864 and 
is buried, with an infant daughter who predeceased him, in Conistone churchyard.

Benjamin Hirst   (Member 1880-1892)

Hirst features in Druidale. He had an address in Aire Street, Leeds, but remains an enigma as 
he has a very common Yorkshire name. We know, however, that he was the father-in-law of  
 J. W. Reffitt’s brother James, so he may have been introduced by Reffitt to the club.

Clement Holdsworth  1855-1920   (Member 1876-1920)

Clement became a partner in the family firm of  then worsted manufacturers, John Holdsworth 
& Co., with his brother Walter and his uncle William in 1881. William was a friend and business 
associate of  Edward Ackroyd who may have introduced Clement to the club in 1876.  Both 
William and Walter died in 1885, leaving Clement their estates. Clement bought the Scargill 
estate from John Overend Wood in 1900 and moved to Netherside Hall in 1912 where he died 
in April 1920
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George Bertram  Holdsworth  1879-1942   (Member 1920-1942)   

After the death of  his father, Clement, inherited the business and moved in 1921 to Netherside 
Hall where he lived for three years before going to Catterall Hall, Giggleswick. He lived in 
extravagant playboy style, often living on credit. He bought Scargill House in August 1925, 
where he died on 23rd October 1942 and is buried at Kettlewell.

William  Holdsworth  1922-1969   (Member 1946-1958)

Educated at Harrow School, William became George Bertram Holdsworth’s sole surviving 
son when his brothers were killed in the 1939-45 war. He lived at Scargill for a time. Scargill 
was sold to a syndicate and then sold on to the Church of  England in 1957 after William had 
decided to live on the family’s Irish estate at Bellinter Park, Navan, Co. Meath. His departure 
to Ireland and the sale of  the estate initiated a minor crisis for the club. 

William Christian Horsfall  1830-1881+   (Member 1850s)

Horsfall was a worsted manufacturer born in Bradford. 

Alfred Holden Illingworth  1869-1925   (Member 1887-1914) (See p.58)

Jeremiah (Jerry) Spencer Ingleby  1900-1975   (Keeper 1937-1975)

Born in  at Halton Gill  he was keeper for 38 years (see p.16). 

Lionel William Knowles  1818-1877   (Member 1850-1877)

Knowles was a very early member and he introduced Henry Cadman to the club as a visitor in 
September 1858 (Cadman p.21). Born in Cleckheaton he lived for a time at Gomersal. He had 
Derbyshire family connections and died in Bakewell in 1877.

William B. Ledgard  1839-1909+   (Member 1886-1909)

Mentioned in Cadman  as ‘Garde‘ (1898 p.162). Born in London, he was a woollen manufacturer 
who lived in early life at Horsforth and later on private means in Southport. He was a very keen 
member and was a frequent guest at the Tennant Arms. 
 
John Lewis 1829-   (Member 1874-76)

Born in Ireland, Lewis was a Halifax carpet manufacturer 
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Samuel Cunliffe Lister  1815-1906   (Member 1854-59 +)

Born at Calverley Hall in 1815, the fourth son of  Ellis Cunliffe, S. C. Lister was one of  the 
nineteenth century’s greatest industrialists and a significant figure in the textile industry. His father 
married a Lister, then a Kay, and changed his name to Cunliffe Lister and so inherited a Lister 
fortune. Originally destined for the Church, he insisted on going into the family manufacturing 
business with his brother John. Samuel registered 150 or more patents, including one for train 
brakes, but they were mainly for textile machinery and allied processes. Through his inventions 
he revolutionised wool combing and devised a highly profitable means of  using scrap silk. He 
built Lister’s Mill in Manningham and eventually inherited Fairfield Hall, Addingham, from 
his father. He won and lost fortunes. At one stage he had works in France and Germany. An art 
collector and philanthropist, he bought huge estates at Swinton Park, Jervaulx Abbey, Acton 
Hall and Middleham at a cost of  almost one million pounds. He also bought estates in India.  
He later became Baron Masham of  Swinton. He and the Rev. William Coates Thompson (p.83) 
were cousins. Lister first fished at Kilnsey as Thompson’s guest as early as 1847.

Alfred Lupton  1832-1906   (Member 1879-1894)

Lupton features in Druidale (Cadman, 1898) where Jerome Emmott is quoted (p.168) as saying 
that he is the best minnow fisher in the club and is said to fish little else. He is linked with 
Benjamin Hirst (Cadman 1898 p.156) as “distinguishing himself  with the upstream minnow”.
Walbran reported in The Fishing Gazette in the 1880s that Lupton and his son had 120 fish 
at Kilnsey in five days, mostly on the minnow. Lupton was from a brewing family in Leeds. 
In 1862 with a partner he started the Stone Trough Brewery in Halifax. Some years later he 
moved to Scarborough where he had a fashionable wine and spirit business. His cast of  flies for 
grayling fishing is noted in Pritt (1888a). On retirement in 1896 he moved to Ilkley where he 
became secretary of  the Ilkley club, later joining the Burnsall club. He died in Penrith. 

David Mallinson  1838-1902   (Keeper 1876-1902)

Born on the 7th March 1838 at Waterhouses on Malham Moor, the eighth child of  William and 
Betty (Metcalf) he was christened at Kirby Malham. He died on the ninth of  September 1902 at 
Kettlewell. At the time of  the 1871 census, aged 32, he, his wife Jane and his daughter Maude 
were living with his brother-in-law, Stephen Hill, a farmer and his wife Alice (née Mallinson) at 
Conistone. His job was described as gamekeeper.  

J. W. Mallinson  1872-1948   (Keeper 1903-1947)

David Mallinson’s son, he was born in Arncliffe and worked as a general labourer until he took 
the job as under keeper after his father‘s death. He became head keeper in 1908, a post he held 
until 1947. In 1902, shortly before he was appointed, John played the final part in the demise of  
what was then the last golden eagle to be seen in Yorkshire. Accounts vary but one version in the 
local paper, twenty-six years after the event, describes how a gamekeeper on Great Whernside 
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“was surprised to see the great bird rise into the air with a steel trap attached to one of  its 
feet…. He shot at it but missed…..A day or two later a river watcher was serenely strolling along 
the riverside in the course of  his duty, when he was startled by hearing what sounded like the 
clanking of  chains overhead…..…looking up, he espied a large bird perched in a tree, the steel 
trap and chain still attached to its foot, and he hurried across to a neighbouring farm to borrow 
a gun. The bird was dislodged, but was so enfeebled that it had little power of  flight….. The 
wretched victim being put out of  its sufferings with a stick.”

John C. Marshall  1848-1944   (Member 1893-1944)   

A member for over fifty years J. C. Marshall was club treasurer from 1912 to 1924, when he 
resigned “because of  his years”. On retirement from the treasurer’s post he was given a rose 
bowl and cigarette box. Much respected, known in later life as the father of  the club, he was 
made an honorary member in 1927. He remained on the committee for many years afterwards, 
and was the first to hold the specific office of  Chairman in 1928, a post he held for many years.  
Although it seems there was no official post of  chairman until 1928, and he did not join the 
committee until 1906, he acted as chairman at many meetings from 1901. He was active in club 
affairs until a very few weeks before his death in 1944 when, aged ninety-six, he wrote to the 
Secretary saying that he would try to get to the AGM to support the club. In 1944, transport was 
particularly difficult and, because of  the war, the club was suffering a financial and membership 
crisis. He started work aged fourteen in 1862 and worked his way through the wool trade, 
eventually setting up in business with a partner in Firth and Marshall Ltd, retiring  in 1916. 

J. E. Marshall   (Member 1922-1926) 

J. C. Marshall’s son, he took over briefly as treasurer from his father in 1924.

Samuel Milne - Milne  1837-1910   (Member 1856-1892)

Born in Halifax, the son of  Samuel Smith (his original name was Samuel Milne Smith - he 
signed  as S. M. Smith when booking in  a guest in  1860), a landed proprietor with private 
means, he lived  in style at Calverley House (censuses 1871 and 1881) and later at Cliff  Hall, 
Warley, Halifax. He was the source of  Speight’s (1900) note on the club (see p.1). It seems that 
he may have left the club dissatisfied, as it is recorded in the committee minutes in 1892 that 
they wrote to him, asking him to reconsider his resignation. Although he was one of  the more 
senior members he left in spite of  their appeal. At the time of  the Chartist troubles in the 1850s 
Milne-Milne enrolled in the 3rd West Riding Yorkshire Volunteers (Bradford) and consequently 
became interested in military matters. He wrote a book (Milne-Milne 1893) on ‘Standards and 
Colours of  the Army’ which remains an authoritative source even today.

His father was probably one of  the Halifax gentlemen who first mooted the formation of  the 
club whilst staying at the Tennant Arms in the 1830s. Samuel senior was interested in music 
and was involved in the Halifax Choral Society. He built St George’s Hall in Bradford. Samuel 



senior, born in 1804 in Skircoat Halifax, was first involved in the family dyeing business in 
Halifax and later set up his own firm in Bradford. In 1851 he was elected Mayor of  Bradford. 
He died at Cliff  Hall in 1873.  

Ralph Assheton Nowell  1830-1912   (Member bef. 1874 to 1896)

The youngest of  three sons of  Josias Robinson and his wife, Margaret, After his father’s death 
in 1843, his mother (née Atkinson) changed her name to Nowell by Royal Licence. Her mother 
was a Nowell. He served twenty five years in the army, joining in 1850. In 1870 was second in 
command of  the 42nd Bengal Native Infantry and later was on the Bengal Staff  Corps, retiring 
with the rank of  honorary Lt-Colonel in 1875. He was Club secretary from 1881 to 1885. Two 
years later he left Netherside Hall to live in London.

Roger W. Nowell  1865-1930?   (Member 1896-1914)

Ralph’s son, born in India, he was the last member of  the family to be a member of  the club. 
He lived in London and was President of  the Grassington club from 1903 -1930.

Rev. Thomas Whitaker Nowell  1824-1902   (Member 1845-1902)

T. W. Nowell was the second son of  the Reverend Josias Robinson and his wife Margaret.  
He graduated from Brasenose College in 1846 and was Rector of  Wapping 1853-60, then 
Rector of  Poplar 1860-1891. He retired and moved back to Linton House in 1891. In 1892 he 
was asked to become club secretary to replace Joseph Henderson but he declined. He was a 
principal landowner in Linton parish. 

William Atkinson  Nowell  1829-1899   (Member 1846- 81)

The eldest son of  Josias and Margaret Robinson, a bachelor, he lived at Linton House with a 
house keeper and maid. A land agent and farmer of  130 acres, he was riparian owner of  much 
of  the Grassington club’s waters and was their president from 1854 to 1898.

Thomas Evan Pritt  1848-1895   (Member 1880-90, 1894-95) (See p.63)

John William Reffitt  1837-1909   (Member 1877-1909) (See p.63)

Fred Reynard  1876-1942   (Assistant Keeper 1907-1940)

A farmer’s son, he was born in Appletreewick and at first worked for the Burnsall club. He lived 
near the hatchery and specialised in fish rearing. His skills in this were much appreciated by the 
committee and the members at large. He died on April 24th 1942 and is buried in Conistone 
churchyard
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Bertram F. Roberts  1876-1912

The son of  Sir James Roberts, he bought the Kilnsey Estate in 1911 shortly before he died.

William Denby Roberts  1909-1966   (Member 1928-1966)

W. D. Roberts was a riparian owner and active club member. He succeeded his mother as 
President in 1956.  

W. Keith Rollo  1879-1939   (Member 1928-1932) (See p.64)

Edward Salt  1837-1903   (Member 1858-1887)

The third son of  Sir Titus Salt (who died 1876), he was recorded as a stuff  manufacturer in 
1881, employing 2800 hands though it is said by Sykes (1990) that only one son, Titus Junior, 
showed any aptitude or interest in business. Sir Titus’s sons had a good dose of  bad luck as 
the firm was wound up in 1892 partly because of  changes in fashion and the closure of  the 
American market in 1890. After the collapse of  the business, Edward moved south where he 
continued to live in style. Edward Street in Saltaire was named after him by his father. Salt’s Mill 
and the surrounding estate was bought in 1893 by four Bradford businessmen one of  whom, 
James Roberts, became sole owner in 1899.

Francis Henry Salvin 1817-1904

From a Catholic family, Salvin went to Ampleforth School. He lived at Croxdale Hall, Co. 
Durham and later, after an inheritance, at Whitmore Hall, Guildford. He was joint author of  
two books on falconry.

Sir Charles Henry Sargant  1856-1942   (Member 1894-1929)

Sargant was a brilliant scholar who suffered poor health all his life; he went to Rugby School 
and New College Oxford. Though his obituary in The Times describes him as a modest retiring 
unambitious man and not industrious, he achieved eminence through his ability. He was 
knighted in 1918. He first became a Judge in the High Court, Chancery Division, and then, in 
1923, became the Right Honourable Lord Justice Sargant in the Supreme Court of  Judicature, 
Court of  Appeal. Later in 1923 he  was made a Privy Counsellor. He retired in 1928. His other 
sporting interest was billiards at which he represented Oxford. It is on record that on joining 
the Athenaeum he confounded the members with his prowess. He was a junior colleague of  Sir 
Ford North and he may have met Pritt at the Flyfishers’ Club. It is likely that Pritt introduced 
him to KAC.
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D. Allinson Shaw  1845-1912   (Member 1888-1911)

Shaw acted as Club Treasurer for 14 years from 1897 to 1911. A solicitor, he was born in 
Huddersfield and lived later in life in Mirfield. He had previously been secretary of  Dewsbury 
Angling Club and had been active with Pritt at the Northern Anglers’ Conference in 1888.

Le Gendre Nicholas Starkie  1799-1865   (Member 1840s-1865)

Starkie lived at Huntroyd Hall and Ashton Hall, Lancashire. A large land owner, a J. P. and 
Deputy Lieutenant of  Lancashire, he was MP for Pontefract from 1826 to 1830. He died on 
15 May 1865 at Huntroyd. He was related to the Nowells and, like others in this family, was 
a graduate of  Brasenose College. He had a further local connection as he married Anne the 
daughter of  Abraham Chamberlain of  Rylstone. Although he is not on the earliest list of  
members (p.4), it is possible that he was in at the start as one of  the Rylstone group recruited 
by the Reverend Bury. It seems that he was a member in 1847 when he signed in a guest in the 
visitors’ book but his date of  entry to the club is given as 1853 in the 1859 list (p.3). 

John Robert Tennant  1815-1894   (Member 1840s-1894)

J. R. Tennant was the owner of  the Kilnsey estate and a founder member. He was the he club‘s 
chief  waterlord  for over fifty years and an early benefactor. The club held the fishing rights rent 
free for most of  his lifetime. After his marriage in 1839 to his cousin, Frances Mary Wilson, he 
chose not to live at Chapel House but moved to Kildwick Hall, one of  her family’s houses. For 
a spell in the 1850s he was the Secretary of  the Craven Angling (or Angler’s) Club, which had 
the water on the Aire from Gargrave to Carleton Bridge. Later he was President and patron 
of  the Aire Fishing Club for many years. Though he went to Oxford and studied law it seems, 
unlike his half-brother, that he never practised but spent much of  his time in his earlier years 
on country pursuits and other social pleasures. He was keen on woodland management and 
whilst young   enjoyed physical work in the woods on his estates. He was a keen walker, often 
preferring to go on foot rather than driving or riding. He regularly walked from Kildwick to 
Skipton and back to go to the bank.  His wife died relatively young and  some years  later he 
remarried  and  ‘retired’  to regency Brighton to live near his cousin and best friend Mathew 
Wilson. Like many of  his well-to-do local contemporaries, who were worried by the activities of  
the Chartists, he joined  a militia, becoming a Captain in the  3rd West Yorkshire Light Militia. 
He was Deputy Lieutenant for the West Riding and used his legal training when sitting as a J. P. 
His diaries are difficult to read but they are rewarding as they give a fascinating account of  the 
life of  a relatively low-ranking Victorian country gentleman.

Robert Tennant  1827-1900   (Member 1851-1874?)

John Robert Tennant’s younger half-brother and Conservative Member of  Parliament for 
Leeds from 1874 to 1880, Robert inherited the Kilnsey estate on John Robert’s death in 1894 
and had substantial estates elsewhere. Educated at Leeds Grammar School, he trained for the 
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legal profession and was for a time a partner in Shaw and Tennant in Albion St, Leeds, but set 
up in business as junior partner in Messrs Hives and Tennant, flax spinners, Leeds. He was also 
a director of  the Great Northern Railway and various other companies. After losing the Leeds 
seat he put up at Peterborough but failed. He went to live abroad for the early eighties and wrote 
a book on Sardinia and its resources. He speculated in land in Canada. Whilst in parliament he 
was active on the prevention of  river pollution. In 1875 he introduced “a large and influential 
deputation” to Lord Salisbury in relation to the Pollution of  Rivers Bill. He married, Harriett 
Garnett, the daughter of  the editor of  the Manchester Guardian. Several of  the Garnett family 
were early club members. In May 1875 it was reported in The Times that he was badly burnt 
when he set the bed curtains on fire at 4am in Mrs Archer’s apartments at 40, Clarges St, 
Mayfair. The bedroom was completely destroyed and at first Tennant was said to be badly 
burnt, but two days later his injuries were described in The Times as ‘not great’ and as a captain 
in the Yorkshire Hussars was able to  travel to Leeds to take part in their annual training at York.

Cecil  Arthur Tennant  1857-1916   (Member 1907-1916)

The son of  Robert Tennant, he qualified as a barrister but became a bank manager in London, 
and was the last of  the Tennant family to be connected with the club. His brother, Robert Hugh 
Tennant, also went into banking and became the chairman of  the Westminster Bank.
 
George Thompson  1807-1874   (Member 1845-1874)

A life-long bachelor and one of  the Halifax founder members, Thompson was a corn miller at 
Luddendenfoot. Cadman (1898, p.23), describing his first visit to Kilnsey as a guest of  Lionel 
Knowles in 1858, writes “I soon discovered that Mr Thompson was considered about the best 
all-round fisherman in the club”.  On page 162 of  his book Cadman quotes Jerome Emmott in 
a reconstructed conversation as saying “Mr Thompson was a very good fisher, about the best 
we ever had. He was a good all-round fisher;  he fished fly,  May-fly,  worm, and minnow well....
he used to spend a good time here. He would come for two or three weeks at a time so he was 
pretty sure to get some good fishing days. He did not come for two or three days as you do”.

Rev. William Coates Thompson  1815-1893   (Member 1840s-1850s)

The Rector of  Addingham for fifty-three years, he was a very early member of  KAC and had 
family connections with the Rev. Bury’s in-laws. The son of  the Reverend John and Mary 
Coates, he changed his name to Thompson (that of  a maternal great grandfather, also a Rector 
of  Addingham). A bachelor, he and his brother, who lived and farmed nearby, were local 
landowners. In effect he was the squire of  Addingham and was the brother-in-law of  Samuel 
Cunliffe Lister whom he introduced to the club, first as a guest in 1847. He is said by Cadman 
(1898, p.167) to have introduced live creeper fishing to Kilnsey. T. K. Wilson elaborates this 
story in The Dalesman in 1947 though it seems more likely that the method had been practised 
earlier (see p.25 above).
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John Trueman  1801-1869   (Member 1845-1869)

Trueman was landlord of  the Tennant Arms, a local farmer and postmaster. He had a close 
relationship with J. R. Tennant, at times looking after the latter’s interests. He took an active 
role in the day to day management of  the club’s affairs. Trueman was probably close to the 
Reverend Bury as well, as one of  his children was schooled by the governess at Chapel House. 
H. T. Brown his brother-in-law farmed at Northcote.

George Whiteley  1799-1861+   (Member 1846 -1859+)

One of  the Halifax founder members, he lived in 1859 at Mayfield House, Halifax. He was a 
card and cotton manufacturer. 

Sir Mathew Wilson Bart  1802-1891   (Member 1845-1886)

A founder member, he lived first at Kildwick Hall then at Eshton Hall. He went to Harrow 
school and Christ Church Oxford. As a young newly-married man he went on the Grand Tour 
in 1827-8. He served in the 11th Hussars and was created Baronet in 1874. He married to 
Sophia-Louisa Emerson-Amcotts in 1826 and was Member of  Parliament for Clitheroe from 
1841-2 and 1847-53; for the Northern Division of  the West Riding 1874 to 1885 and for the  
Skipton Division from 1885 to 1888. His sister, Frances Mary, married John Robert Tennant.  
A large landowner, he owned amongst other holdings, much of  Threshfield parish and part of  
the parish of  Hartlington. He lent money to Bradford Water Company in 1857 to enable the 
development of  Grimwith reservoir and, being the owner of  the site, kept the riparian rights 
including the fishing that the club held for a while. In 1878, late in life, he married Francis 
Pedler, an army widow, and went to live at her place in Brunswick Square, Brighton. He died in 
1891 and is buried in Brighton.
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Appendix III: Who’s who in Druidale 

When I first read Druidale (Cadman 1898) I wondered who were the club members portrayed 
in the book.  Cadman was not consistent throughout in his treatment of  the various characters. 
In most chapters he gave them their real names but in Chapter XX for some reason he resorted 
to pseudonyms and I am indebted to Malcolm Throup for an interpretation of  these, which 
he found on a piece of  paper interleaved in his copy of  the book. The identifications are said 
on the note to be verified by Cadman himself. It is not absolutely certain who they all are, but 
where possible I have indicated who they might be either by reference to the main text or by a 
short note.  

Chapter III
L.W. Knowles (p.77):  Col. Nowell (p.80): Thompson (p.83):  Aked (p.70): Halliwell (p.75): Aaron 
(Benjamin Aaron of  Halifax):  Gleadhall (p.74).

Chapter VIII
George Ellis (of  Castlefield Bingley): J.R. Tennant (p.82): Fred Ellis (of  Highfield, Dewsbury).

Chapter XV
Capt. J. Henderson (p.75): Thomas Halliwell (p.75): Benjamin Hirst (p.76):  John W. Reffitt 
(p.64).

Chapter XVII
Reffitt (p.64): Godwin (p.74): Moiser (A R. Moiser of  Hewith Grange, York): Fawcett (p.73).

Chapter XIX
Legard (Mr Legard of  Southport): Thompson (p.83): Shaw (p.81): B.Hirst (p.76): Lupton (p.78).
 
Chapter XX
Mr Thompson (of  Luddendenfoot p.83): Mr Thompson (Vicar of  Addingham p.83); Mr 
Dymond (A coal mine owner from Burntwood, Barnsley): Druidale (Cadman himself): Halefield 
(Thomas Halliwell p.75): Loder (a friend of  Mr Exley): Everleigh (W.  Exley of  Shipley, a wool 
merchant): Garde (Mr Legard of  Southport, probably Wm Braumore Ledgard p.77):Raineley  
(J. W. Reffitt  p.64):Hawes (Mr Shaw p.81):Jerry (Jerome Emmott p.73): James Werfdale (James 
Watson, farmer Conistone): Scarfield  (Mr Kelsall of  Cracoe, farmer): Mr  Hooker (a new 
member):Mr Field (J.F. Field of  Long Preston): Lupton (p.78)
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